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are in the vicinity. Adults drop food into the Syzigiumsp., trees, with wide-spread Davidson, J. 1908. On the nesting habits of the
nest only after the murder of crows hascanopy are presentin the vicinity, the eagles small Indian Spotted Eagléguila hastata
moved away and in some cases they waitedid not utilize them. The coconut tree might  J- Bombay Nat. His. So&8 (3): 682-683.
more than half an hour, holding prey in theirhave provided a safer place for the nest, a§'am: M.Z. & A.R. Rahmani. 2003mportant
beak, till the crows had moved away. it was taller and afforded a better view of Bird Areas in India: P_|.r|or|ty_ sites for
) . - conservation. Mumbai: Indian Bird
Once, at_ 17:35 hrs, the eaglet, Whl_ch hthe surroundlngs and therefore any . .ccivation Network: Bombay Natural
learnt flying just three days ago, arrived atlmpenc_img _danger. L_arge scale coco_nut History Society and BirdLife International
the nest from a near by perch, to find threeplantations in this region were started five  (uk). Pp. 574-575.
bonnet macaques actively moving in thedecades ago (Kamath 1988). Davidson'samath, S.U. (Ed.) 1988. Karnataka state
canopy of the nest tree. The young oneobservation (Barnes 1888) of a blown-down gazetteer, Mysore district. Bangalore:
fumbled on seeing them, but regained itsnest that was in a fork but not on branches Government Press., Bangalore. Pp. 248-249.
balance quickly, turned and went back to itsof a tree, indicates that the bird’s breeding”a'y, S-J., W.S. Clark. & V. Prakash. 2002. On
earlier perch. None of the adults assistediabit has changed considerably over the tehazlfg\((;’agﬂgsf;?;ﬁfiso{&?e'gg'zr;:poned
the eaglet in regaining the nesting tree fromast centqry. Davidson found t_he eaglePrakash,V.lQ%. Status, distribution and breeding
the macagques. That was a cloudy day andommon in central Mysore (_jurmg _1877 biology of Lesser Spotted Eaghquila
by 18:30 hrs it was dark. The eaglet couldn’t(Barnes_ 1888). Further stuo_ly is required to pomarinahastatdn Keoladeo National Park,
occupy the nest and spent entire night omscertain the cause of decline. In world working Group on Birds of Prey
another tree. (eds-Meyburg,B.U. & Chancellor, R.Bngle
Acknowledgements Studies357-375. Berlin.
Discussion We are grateful to Dr Vibhu Prakash and MrRasmussen, P.C. & J.C. Anderton. 20BB&ds
In the five years’ breeding observations,W.S. Clark for providing valuable information  of South Asia: The Ripley guidgarcelona:
nests have fallen off, causing chicks’ through reference materials. We express ou_rl_h L_ynx Edslugr":-sh_ kash. 2004. S ¢
T ; incere thanks to Dr Shivanandappa, MrThejaswi. S. & A. Shivaprakash. . Status o
gqeoarzja(lglm:ll?ftrr(])iqstehceotnh?rgr;/(i::rrlrg )ézir; Ilcgrs(.B.Sadanand and Mr Sampathkumar K., for the Greater Spotted Eagheuila clanga
’ providing information on raptors breeding Pallas in the wetlands of the Kaveri basin of
old was collected and sent to Bombayyjis|ogy and identification of plants. We thank  KarnatakaJ. Bombay Nat. His. Sot01 (3):
Natural History Society for preservation. iy p. Guruprasad, Manu and Ms. Vijayalaxmi ~ 447-449.
The fourth-year nest also fell down. for nurturing us all these years. We are grateful
However, the adults raised a second broodo Mr S. Subramanya, M. Srinivas, S. A shivaprakashis an amateur naturalist actively
The fourth-year breeding continued almostKarthikeyan, J.N. Prasad and S. Yashaswi foengaged in the bird, butterfly and floral studies in
up to the end of September, coinciding withhelpful comment and support after visiting theand around Mysore district, Southern Karnataka.

an extended monsoon nesting site. His little information is utilized in compilation of
lthe b di | feel that th Important Bird Areas (IBA) around Mysore.
In all the breeding years, we feel that t e?eferences S. Tejaswiis a postgraduate in Zoology from
|

nests were not strong or suitable for breedin Mysore University and pursuing Ph.D. in National

- LT i, S. & S.D. Ripley. 1987Compact handbook ioloai ;
activity. Yet, the pair raised three broods ou - - ) Center for Biological Sciences, Bangalore. He has
Y P of the birds of India and Pakistan together peen the significant contributor in anthology of

of five. The _nest should ensure the safety with those of Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan andmany Important Bird Areas (IBA) in Karnataka.

and protection of eggs _and the newborn  gyj Lanka 2 Ed. New Delhi: Oxford K.R. Kishendasis a software engineer and a keen
young (Brown 1976). But it doesn'tseem so  University Press. butterfly watcher. Presently working seriously on
in this case, perhaps due to faulty treeBarnes, H.E. 1888. Nesting in western India.butterfly migration in peninsula. He is a keen wild-

. . L . life photographer. Interest in raptors is the source
selection. Despite misgivings, we JBNHS 3(4): 205-224 [p.213] behind the photographs submitted for present ar-

consciously did not interfere in the naturalBirdLife International. 2004Threatened birds ticle.
breeding process of the birds either to save of the World Cambridge: CD-ROM. T. Girija and A. Sharath are bird and butterfly
the chicks or strengthen the nest. AlthoughBrown, L.H. 1976. Birds of prey. Their biology enthusiasts active in Mysore district, southern

a good number oFicus sp., tamarind, and ecology. London: Hamlyn. Karnataka.
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irds were surveyed on a trek from Namik village (2,200 m), Sur-Sungri Passpassed through some spectacular scenery:
27.ix.2004-7.x.2004, in Bageshwar and(3,240 m), lower Thaltok (2,950 m), upper forests, wild flowers and mountain peaks
Almora districts of Kumaon, Uttaranchal, Thaltok (3,200 m), Sudam Khan Pass (4,133Nanda Devi, Nanda Ghunti, Trishul,
India. The trek started from Song / Supi vil-m), back to upper and lower Thalkot andBadrinath, Kedarnath, Gangotri, Shivling,
lage (1,500 m; 302'N 7900’E) located along  Sur Sungri Pass and then a descent to JakeBandarpunch, Kamat, Panch Chuli, etc).
the Saryu River (see map), passing throughalley [2,200 m below Rur Khan Pass (3,500There was unprecedented rain and snow-
Bhadratunga village (1,600 m), Madhari Passn) which lies above Munsiyari on the otherfall on the higher reaches.
(3,040 m), lower Raj Kharak (2,520 m), Goginaside], and finally ending at Birthi village
village, Ramaganaga River bridge (1,870 m)(1,750 m) — about 100 km in seven days. |
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Birds recorded on the trek Himalayan Piedendrocopos himalayensis dusk, calls of Koklass Pheasant, a repeated
105 species of birds were recorded.and Large Scaly-bellied Green Woodpeck- kok-kok-korrok from nearby slopes,
Sightings of interest were Black-faced War-ersPicus squamatyddimalayan Swiftlets drew a response from other individuals in
bler Abroscopus schisticepSpot-bellied Collocalia brevirostris(= Aerodramus the vicinity. Lower down, a dense forest with
Eagle OwlBubo nipalensisHimalayan brevirostris), Blue-fronted Redstart rhododendrons, a few birch trees, and coni-
SnowcockTetraogallus himalayensjs Phoenicurus frontalisYellow-breasted fers, had a feeding party of Bar-throated
Koklass PheasarRucrasia macrolopha Greenfinche€arduelis spinoide€Orange- Minla Minla strigula and Stripe-throated
Impeyan MonalLophophorus impejanus gorgeted-icedula strophiataUltramarine  Yuhina in the morning. A flock of Hill Pi-
Yellow-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax F superciliaris VerditerEumyias thalassina geonColumba rupestrisvas also noted
graculus Green Shrike-Babbl&tteruthius  and SootyMuscicapa sibiricalycatchers, circling overhead.
xanthochlorus Little Pied Flycatcher Brown-crested TiParus dichrousWhite- Upper Thaltok to Sudam Khan Pass: This
Ficedula westermanniand Collard throated LaughingthrushGarrulax was the toughest part of the trek with a sub-
GrosbealMycerobas affinis albogularis, Eurasian JayGarrulus alpine treeless area on the ridge. Impeyan
Song village to Bhadratunga camp alongglandarius and Oriental Turtle Dove Monal and Upland Pipit were present all
the Saryu River: Cultivation and open scrub.Streptopelia orientalis along this route. Alpine Accentdpsunella
A large assemblagec(600+) of Nepal Lower Raj Kharak—Ramganga River—collaris (probably) were also noted. Just
House-Martin®elichon nipalensidlying ~ Namik Village: Open scrub, cultivation and below Sudam Khan Pass, on our return jour-
and perching high on electric wires alongmixed oak. A flock of Slaty-headed Para-ney, two Himalayan Snowcodletraogallus
the steep rocky cliffs near a village keetPsittacula himalayanavas seen fly- himalayensisvere feeding on bare rocky
Patiadhar. Many Himalayan Griffo@&yps ing over Ramanga River, where Brown Dip-ground. Seeing us, both flew away together,
himalayensigircled overhead. Rufous Sibia per was present. A mixed hunting party condisplaying the white patches in their prima-
Heterophasia capistratand Blue-throated sisted of Yellow-naped Yuhinguhina ries.
BarbetMegalaima asiaticavere heard fre- flavicollis, Black Bulbul Hypsipetes Sur-Sungri Pass to Jakala Valley: There is
quently. Brown DipperCinclus pallasij leucocephalusRufous Sibia and a Black a steep descent from the pass downhill to
PlumbeousRhyacornis fuliginosug@nd Eaglelctinaetus malayensiying across. the valley, through an excellent oak forest.
White-capped RedstartShaimarrornis  Ashy DrongdDicrurus leucophaey®lack-  The highlight of this trip was a lone Speck-
leucocephalusvere noted on the Saryu headedsarrulus lanceolatuand Eurasian led Wood-PigeorColumba hodgsoniji
River. The Blue Whistling-Thrush G. glandariuslays in the forest, and a Per-which flew in and perched on a tree top.
Myophonus caerulewsctively sang at dusk egrine FalconFalco peregrinus flying Jakala Valley-Birthi village: Dense oak
near our tents at Bhadratunga temple.  across, were also seen. forest. A Forest Eagle-OWubo nipalensis
Bhadratunga to Madhari Pass: Mixed Namik village to Sur-Sungri Pass: Dwarf was perched on the branch of a large tree
moist-temperate patch of Indian CedarrhodondendronR. companulatunim afor-  where it was being mobbed by birds until it
Cedrus deodara Oaks Quercus estwith Ban Oak (Himalayan Silver Ogk) flew away. A large party of 30+ White-
leucotrichophoraQ. semicarpifolieandQ.  leucotrichophorayew and silver fir trees. throated Laughingthrush was making vari-
dilatataandRhododendron arboreurBaw  Blue-fronted Redstart, Spot-winged Crestedbus types of calls in the tree tops and a
Rufous-bellied Niltavailtava sundaraand  Tit Parus melanolophusbserved feeding Greater Pied Kingfish&eryle lugubrisvas
heard Striated LaughingthrugBarrulax in shrubberies. A Lammergei@ypaetus seen on the river.
striatus (= Grammatoptila striatacalling  barbatusflew over us fromtime totime. On  Binsar Wildlife Sanctuary, Almora dis-
from a ‘nullah’, Crested Serpent-Eaglelarge trees were Large Scaly-bellied Greertrict (12 km from Almora town): Vegetation
Spilornis cheelabasking on a tree and a and Himalayan Pied Woodpeckers; a femalenainly of Sub-tropical Chir pine and
party of Black-faced Flycatcher-Warblers Collard Grosbealycerobas affinisMrs ~ Himalayan moist-temperate with Ban Oak
Abroscopus schisticep@+) moving Gould's SunbirdAethopyga gouldiaand and Deodar forest on the ridges. | trekked
through foliage. Also seen on this routetwo Mistle Thrushlurdus viscivorugseed- in a nearby village and to the highest point
were White-tailed NuthatchSitta ing on the ground. in the sanctuary. Unique sightings included:
himalayensis Grey-faced Leaf-Warbler  Lower Thaltok: These bare rocky moun- Rufous-belliedDendrocopos hyperythrus
Phylloscopus maculipenniand Greenish tain slopes, rising above our tents, had 100{= Hypopicus hyperythrgsind Himalayan
Leaf-WarblersPhylloscopus trochiloides  Upland PipitsAnthus sylvanuspread all Pied Woodpecker pairs feeding on a pine
Madhari Pass to lower Raj Kharak: Mixed over and three Yellow-billed Choughs feed-tree on which many Brown-fronted Pied
oak with meadows (‘Bugiyars’). Variegated ing near our tents in the morning. Calls of Woodpecker®. auricepsvere also present.
LaughingthrushGarrulax variegatusand Hill Partridge and Impeyan Monal were At night, calls of Asian Barred Owlet
three Common Hill Partridgésrborophila  heard at dusk, from the mountain tops.  Glaucidium cuculoideg'Kao-kuK) and
torqueolawere recorded iRhodhodenron Upper Thaltok: The sub-alpine meadowsSpotted Scops-Owl (Dtus spilocephalus
companulatunshrubberies and a Moun- with Polygonunsp. were ideal ‘Monal coun- (a metallic poop-poof), were heard. Other
tain Hawk-EagleSpizaetus nipalensiget-  try’. Groups of up to 12 individuals were birds recorded at Binsar were: Oriental
tling on a tree top. recorded several times at close range, callHoney-BuzzardPernis ptilorhynchusCom-
Lower Raj Kharak: Many Chestnut-bel- ing ‘whee(uw)’, and on being disturbed, mon KestrelFalco tinnunculus Red
lied Rock-ThrushMonticola rufiventris  gliding away downhill, to another vale, in JunglefowlGallus gallus Oriental Turtle-
pairs and a few juveniles were also presenian long arcing trajectory, with males show-DoveStreptopelia orientalisVedge-tailed
chasing each other and calling in theing their brilliant plumage. Flocks of Upland Green-PigeonTreron sphenuraSlaty-
evening. Other sightings included Pipit were recorded in high numbers. Atheaded Parakeet, Oriental Cuckaeculus
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saturatus Great BarbeMegalaima virens  catcherMuscicapa sibirica Ultramarine  tailed NuthatchSitta himalayensjsGrey
Blue-throated Barbet, Black-naped GreenFlycatcher, Little Pied Flycatchef.  Wagtail Motacilla cinerea Fire-breasted
WoodpeckePicus canusHimalayan Pied westermanni Grey-headed Flycatcher FlowerpeckeDicaeum ignipectysCinna-
Woodpecker, Ashy Drongo, Pied Fly- Culicicapa ceylonensjsVerditer Fly- mon Tree SparroRasser
catcher-ShrikeHemipus picatusEurasian  catcher, Grey-headed Flycatcher-Warblerutilans, Crested Bunting/lelophus

Jay, Black-headed Jay, Red-billed Blue Mag-Sercercus xanthoschistd@reenish Leaf- lathami etc.

pieUrocissa erythrorhynchaGrey Treepie  Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloidesGrey
Dendrocitta formosad_ong-tailed Minivet BushchaBaxicola ferreaChestnut-bellied Dr Arun P. Singh is working on the conservation

. . . . of biodiversity of the western Himalayas with
Pericrocotus ethOIOguSBlaCk Bulbul, Rock-ThrushMonticola rufiventris Blue special reference to butterflies and birds, since last

Rusty-cheeked Scimitar-Babbler whistling-Thrush, Plain-backed Thrush 13 years. He is keen on trekking, bird counts, bird
Pomatorhinus erythrogenyBlack-chinned  Zoothera mollissimaGrey-winged Black- photography, teaching, and writing. He recieved
Babblerstachyrls pyrrhopsRed_Wlnged b”-d Turdus bOU|bOU|Great TIParUS ma- the Dr Salim Ali National Wildlife Fe”OWShIp

. . . . . . Award 2001, recently for research on avian
Shrike-BabblePteruthius flaviscapissreen  jor, Black-lored Yellow Tit Parus wildlife, awarded by thg Ministry of Environment

Shrike-BabblerP. xanthochlorusRufous — xanthogenys Green Backed TitP. and Forests, Government of India. Besides
Sibia, Striated Laughingthrush, Streakedmonticolus Spot-winged Crested Tit, Red- research, also worked in UNDP, IDRC (Canada),
LaughingthrushGarruIax Iineatus(: headed TiAegithans concinny8ar-tailed World Bank aided projects on forest conservation

Trochalopteron lineatui Sooty Fly-  Tree-Creepe€erthia himalayanawWhite- and poverty alleviation, in India.

Tr:aiJI'FLF*ass

f" ™t =, Manda Kot
[“— ol 6860 7
Nanda Khat To Milam /°

6340 Pindari Glacier

() Zero Point & Dangthal

i - Fagudi Bhel
o/ 2\ 6050 pro
af : Y *
Vi . "%:” A"
& ol

Piansang
4965

To Ralam ™y

Pankhwa

ort
e

Bnenkali/
,.Q'Sahastradhara ’
g N i Mikil | Sunqri
Dhakuri =\ Brajaling’ s/ ey Peplicd
Khal | d -

Chiltha
Lower Dewi
Chiltha

To Madkot

Loharkhet O Supicf,/Bhadra- /
: tunga

i
|

e L
Erdm Bageshwar THE VALLEY OF FRIENDS e

{EETy'l.I and Ram GElngE VEJ!E}’S) Helght in Metrea

Map: The trek route starting from Song and ending at Birthi, Bageshwar district, Uttaranchal, India.






