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woodpecker, a mere 13 cm from beak to tail,
couldn’t be expected to hammer any louder.
I was looking into the sun and it was difficult
to tell whether it was the Brown-capped
Dendrocopos nanus or Grey-capped D.
canicapillus. For the Brown-capped, at
about 1,067 m, this may well be an altitudinal
record.

To work up an appetite for lunch, we
gained several other ridge tops, ultimately
reaching a pine–covered open patch, at least
457 m above Subathu. By now the sun was
fairly hot and a few Common Kestrels Falco
tinnunculus were floating on thermals, no
doubt looking for food. But some Eurasian
Griffons Gyps fulvus seemed to be riding
the thermals for the sheer joy of it. As we
settled to a sandwich–black coffee lunch, I
noticed a bird hawking insects with short
sallies into the air. It resembled the male
Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus saularis
and so I took no further notice. But when it
perched on a bush directly below us, the
bird revealed its powder-blue crown and
nape. This lifer was a male Blue-capped
Redstart Phoenicurus caeruleocephalus.
That moment will also remain a lifetime’s
regret, for not having carried a spare film-
roll. A moment later, a Great Barbet
Megalaima virens came and perched so
close at eye–level that I could count its
moustachial bristles! This was a lunch hour,
truly of dreams.

It was time for the last walk of the day,
this time ostensibly to work up a thirst for a
sun-downer! Descending through freshly
ploughed, terraced fields, we put up clouds
of sparrow-sized birds. The first impression
was of an exclusive congregation of female
House Sparrows Passer domesticus. That
was untenable, of course. Closer
observation revealed the birds to be
Hodgson’s Mountain-Finches Leucosticte
nemoricola in flocks of upto a hundred.
With that, the tally of my lifetime’s first
encounters, in the past 24 hour period,
stood at an incredible six. Of course,
altogether we had seen more than thirty
species and heard an equal number in less
than two days. So Subathu is definitely an
attractive destination for serious bird
watching.

Almost all Army Cantonments of Subathu
vintage are steeped in the history of the
Raj. When Simla became the summer capital,
Governors’ Generals / Viceroys of India rode
up on horse-back and Subathu was the
natural midway staging post. The garrison
commandant’s residence, which Capt. P.C.
Kennedy had constructed around 1820,
now inevitably became the great watering-
hole for Raj personalities on their annual
altitudinal migration (!) and in the process
embalmed this quaint little cantonment with
the mystique, nostalgia, romance and
gossip of the Raj.

Once the railway track to Simla was
commissioned, in 1903, Subathu slipped into
one hundred years of solitude. But that most
imposing colonial mansion, Kennedy
House, was retained in its pristine dignity.
Today it serves as the Garrison Officers’
Mess and the trees around it are full of avian
comings and goings the year long.

On the drive back to Chandigarh we lost
count of the Streaked Laughingthrushes
Trochalopteron [Garrulax] lineatus and the
Blue Whistling-Thrushes that crossed our
path. Stopping at a way-side eatery for a
cup of coffee, we saw on the facing hill slope
one Great Tit, a pair of Indian Robins
Saxicoloides fulicata and several Common
Mynas Acridotheres tristis in a tight knot
on the ground, locked in mortal combat.
What more could one ask of life, when you
have an abundance of such innocent
pleasures!

Reference
Singh, B. 2006. Can we augment the Important

Bird Area concept in India? The role of large
landholdings outside Protected Areas. Indian
Birds 2 (1): 18-20.

BOOKS
Chandan, P., A. Chatterjee, P. Gautam, C.M.

Seth, J. Takpa, S.-u. Haq, P. Tashi & S. Vidya
2005. Black-necked Crane - Status, breeding
productivity and conservation in Ladakh,
India 2000-2004. (ed.). Delhi: WWF-India &
Department of Wildlife Protection, Govt. of
Jammu & Kashmir.

Dang, H. 2005. Sariska National Park. (ed.).
New Delhi: Indus Publishing Company.

Dave, K.N. 2005. Birds in Sanskrit literature.
Revised. (ed.). Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass
Publishers Private Limited.

Grimmett, R.T. Inskipp 2005. Birds of southern
India. 1st. (ed.). London: Christopher Helm.

Kumar, A., J.P. Sati, P.C. Tak & J.R.B. Alfred
2005. Handbook of Indian wetland birds and
their conservation. 1. (ed.). Kolkata.: Director,
Zoological Survey of India.

Leela, N.S. (ed.) 2005. New initiatives for bird
conservation. Student supplement. Bangalore:
INCERT & Newsletter for Birdwatchers.

Rasmussen, P.C.J.C. Anderton 2005. Birds of

South Asia. The Ripley guide. Field guide. Vol.
1. Washington, D.C. and Barcelona:
Smithsonian Institution and Lynx Edicions.

Rasmussen, P.C.J.C. Anderton 2005. Birds of
South Asia. The Ripley guide. Attributes and
status. Vol. 2. Washington, D.C. and
Barcelona: Smithsonian Institution and Lynx
Edicions.

Spierenburg, P. 2005. Birds in Bhutan. Status
and distribution. 1st. (ed.). Bedford, U.K.:
Oriental Bird Club.

Sreekumar, B. 2005. Vembanad water bird count
2005. (ed.). Kottayam: Department of
Forests and Wildlife, Govt. of Kerala /
Kottayam Nature Society.

Verghese, A., S. Sridhar, A.K. Chakravarthy,
H.R. Bhat & P. Karanth (eds.). 2005. New
initiatives for bird conservation. Bangalore:
INCERT & Newsletter for Birdwatchers

ONLINE PUBLICATIONS /
GREY LITERATURE

BirdLife International. 2005. Spoon-billed

Sandpiper survey draws a blank. http://
www.birdlife.org/news/news/ 2005/02/spoon-
billedsandpiper.html. Date accessed: 9
February 2005.

Dalton, Rex. 2005. Ornithologists stunned by
bird collector’s deceit. Nature Online. [URL:
www.scientist.com/news/20051017/01/
printerfriendly]. Date accessed: 14.ix.2005.

Flores, Graciela. 2005. Impact of bird fraud
unclear. The Scientist. [URL: http://www.the-
s c i e n t i s t . c o m / n e w s / 2 0 0 5 1 0 1 7 / 0 1 /
printerfriendly]. Date accessed: 17.x.2005.

Jeganathan, P., A.R. Rahmani & R.E. Green.
2005. Construction of Telugu-Ganga Canal in
and around two protected areas in Cuddapah
district, Andhra Pradesh, India. Immediate
threat to the world population of the critically
endangered Jerdon’s Courser Rhinoptilus
bitorquatus. Survey report, Bombay Natural
History Society: 1-19.

Vasudha, V. 2005. Where have all the sparrows
gone? [URL: http://www.indiatogether.org/
2005/aug/env-sparrow.htm.]

Recent ornithological literature from South Asia and Tibet
Aasheesh Pittie

8-2-545 Road No 7, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500034, India. Email: aasheesh.pittie@gmail.com

39



Indian Birds Vol. 2 No. 2 (March-April 2006)

PAPERS
Alula
Forsman, D. 2005. Eastern Imperial Eagle

plumages. 11 (4): 146-152 (with 12 col.
photos).

Animal Conservation
Jones, K., J. Barzen & M.V. Ashley. 2005.

Geographical partitioning of microsatellite
variation in the Sarus Crane. 8: 1-8.

The Auk
Rappole, J.H., S.C. Renner, N.M. Shwe & P.R.

Sweet. 2005. A new species of Scimitar-
Babbler (Timaliidae: Jabouilleia) from the sub-
Himalayan region of Myanmar. 122 (4): 1064-
1069.

Biological Letters
Pande, S. 2005. The shrike in Sanskrit literature

since 400 BC. 41 (2): 191-193 (2003).
Pande, S., A. Pawashe, N. Sant & A. Mahabal.

2005. Status, habitat preferences and
population estimates of non-breeding shrikes
Lanius spp. in Maharashtra and Karnataka
states, India. 41 (2): 65-69 (2003).

Bird Conservation International
Gamauf, A., J.-O. Gjershaug, N. Rov, K. Kvaloy

& E. Haring. 2005. Species or subspecies? The
dilemma of taxonomic ranking of some South-
East Asian hawk-eagles (genus Spizaetus). 15:
99-117 (with three figures and two tables).

Birding World
Crochet, P.-A. 2005. Relationships and names

amongst the eagles. 18 (5): 178.

BirdingAsia
Anonymous. 2005. Short reviews: A pocket guide

to the birds of Nagaland. By Anwaruddin
Choudhury. 3: 94.

Anonymous. 2005. Short reviews: Birds of
Kaziranga National Park: a checklist. 3: 94.

Anonymous. 2005. Short reviews: Birds of
Mumbai. By Sunjoy Monga. 3: 94.

Anonymous. 2005. Short reviews: Annotated
checklist of the birds of western Maharashtra.
By Anand Prasad. 3: 94.

Anonymous. 2005. Short reviews: Shorebirds:
an artist in the field. By Lester Perera. 3: 94.

Andrews, R. 2005. Photospot: Indian Skimmer
Rynchops albicollis. 4: 23 (with two photos).

Athreya, R. 2005. Eaglenest Wildlife Sanctuary,
Arunachal Pradesh, India. 4: 47-51 (with eight
photos).

Baral, H.S. 2005. Population status, breeding and
habitat preference of Lesser Adjutant in Koshi
Tappu Wildlife Reserve and surrounding areas,
east Nepal. 2 (December): 82 (2004).

Barua, M. 2005. Kaziranga. 3: 28-34.
Basnet, Y.R. 2005. Survey of Raja Rani

Community Forest, east Nepal. 3: 8-9.
Butchart, S.H.M., N.J. Collar, M.J. Crosby &

J.A. Tobias. 2005. “Lost” and poorly known
birds: top targets for birders in Asia. 3: 41-49.

Chantler, P. 2005. Dark-rumped Swifts: notes
on their breeding plumage and how to see
them. 4: 39-40 (with one map, one pl., and
two photos).

Choudhury, A. 2005. Asian Openbills nesting in
bamboo. 3: 69.

Collar, N.J. 2005. Changes in species-level
taxonomy of Asian birds in 2004, with other
notes. 3: 35-40.

Feijen, C., H.R. Feijen & G.G.M. Schulten. 2005.
Raptor migration in Bhutan: incidental
observations. 3: 61-62.

Gautam, R.N. Baral. 2005. White-rumped
Vulture studies in Rampur Valley, Nepal. 2
(December): 81-82 (2004).

Giri, J.B.G.C. Som. 2005. Survey of nesting
vultures in Royal Suklaphanta Wildlife
Reserve, west Nepal. 3: 9.

Grimmett, R. 2005. BirdLife in Asia - a 10-year
overview. 4: 15-22 (with three tables and one
map).

Harvey, B. 2005. Reviews: Numbers and
distribution of waterbirds and wetlands in the
Asia-Pacific region: results of the Asian
Waterbird Census 1997-2001. By David Li
Zuo Wei and Taej Mundkur. 3: 93.

Harvey, B. 2005. Review: The birds of South
Asia: the Ripley guide. Volumes 1 & 2. By
Pamela C. Rasmussen and John C. Anderton.
2005. 4: 80-83.

Hruby, J. 2005. Ferdinand Stoliczka. 3 (June):
50-56.

Kannan, V. 2005. Sociable Lapwing Vanellus
gregarius in India. 2 (December): 78-79 (2004).

Lambert, F. 2005. Reviews: Handbook of the
birds of the World. Volume 8: Broadbills to
Tapaculos. 2 (December): 107-108.

Lambert, F. 2005. Reviews: Handbook of the
birds of the world. Volume 9: Cotingas to
Wagtails. 3: 88-89.

Lethaby, N. 2005. The occurrence of Lesser Fish
Eagle Ichthyophaga humilis on the Cauvery
River, Karnataka, India and some notes on
the identification of this species. 4: 33-38 (with
11 photos).

Newell, D. 2005. Reviews: Gulls of Europe, Asia
and North America. By Klaus Malling Olsen
and Hans Larsson. London: Christopher Helm,
2003, reprinted with corrections 2004. 608
pages. 823 colour photographs. 83 colour
illustrations. ISBN 0-7136-7087-8. Hardback.
£45. 3: 87-88.

Prasad, A. 2005. Reviews: Birds and mammals
of Ladakh. 3: 91-92.

Prasad, A. 2005. Reviews: Birds of Kangra. 3:
92.

Prasad, A. 2005. Reviews: BirdSpot 3.5: A bird
database management and map-generating
program for Indian subcontinent. By L.
Shyamal. 3: 93-94.

Quader, S. 2005. Reviews: Important Bird Areas
in India: priority sites for conservation. 3: 89-
90.

Rahmani, A. 2005. Reviews: Birds: beyond
watching. 3: 92.

Rasmussen, P.C. 2005. Revised species limits

and field identification of Asian rosefinches.
3: 18-27.

Redman, N. 2005. Reviews: Leopards and other
wildlife of Yala. 3: 93.

Robson, C. 2005. From the field: India. 2
(December): 98 (2004).

Robson, C. 2005. From the field: Sri Lanka. 2
(December): 102 (2004).

Robson, C. 2005. From the field: Myanmar. 2
(December): 99-101 (2004).

Robson, C. 2005. From the field: India. 3: 78-79.
Robson, C. 2005. From the field: Sri Lanka. 3:

80.
Robson, C. 2005. From the field: Bhutan. 4: 84.
Robson, C. 2005. From the field: India. 4: 85-86.
Robson, C. 2005. From the field: Nepal. 4: 88.
Robson, C. 2005. From the field: Burma. 4: 87-

88.
Salgado, A. 2005. A nest record of Spot-winged

Thrush Zoothera spiloptera in Sri Lanka and
some notes on its plumage with particular
reference to its postocular bare skin patch. 4:
64-66 (with six photos).

Shahabuddin, G., A. Verma & R. Kumar. 2005.
Bird monitoring in Sariska Tiger Reserve,
north-west India. 3: 63-65.

Sharma, S. 2005. Population status and
distribution of Lesser Adjutant Leptoptilus
(sic) javanicus in Bardia, Kailai and
Kanchanpur districts, western Nepal. 3: 8.

Singh, P.B. 2005. Population status and habitat
utilisation of Swamp Francolin in Royal Sukla
Phanta Wildlife Reserve, Nepal. 2 (December):
83 (2004).

Sykes, B. 2005. The tsunami tragedy: OBC’s
perspective. 3: 13-16.

British Birds
Dymond, N. 2005. Reviews: Birds of South Asia

- The Ripley Guide. 98: 609-610.
Svensson, L., M. Collinson, A.G. Knox, D.T.

Parkin & G. Sangster. 2005. Species limits in
the Red-breasted Flycatcher. 98 (October):
538-541.

Collar, N.J. 2005. Meinertzhagen right or wrong.
98: 492-493.

Buceros
Narwade, S.S., G.A. Jathar & A.R. Rahmani.

2005. Bibliography of the birds of South India.
10 (2&3): 1-164.

Pittie, A. 2005. A bibliography of the Anatidae
of south Asia. 9 (3): 2 ll., pp. 1-90. (2004).

Zarri, A.A.A.R. Rahmani. 2005. Annotated
avifauna of the Upper Nilgiris, Western Ghats,
Tamil Nadu, India. 10 (1): i-iii, 1-46.

Bulletin of the British Ornithologists’ Club
Dickinson, E.C. 2005. The correct authorship of

the name Astur kienerii (Rufous-bellied Hawk
Eagle). 125 (4): 317-320.

Clark, W.S. 2005. Steppe Eagle Aquila nipalensis
is monotypic. 125 (2): 149-153 (With two
col. photos.).

King, B. 2005. The taxonomic status of the three
subspecies of Cuculus saturatus. 125 (1): 48-

40



Indian Birds Vol. 2 No. 2 (March-April 2006)

55.
Kirwan, G.M.M.S. Gregory. 2005. A new genus

for the Mongolian Finch Bucanetes
mongolicus (Swinhoe, 1870). 125 (1): 68-80.

Penhallurick, J.M. Walters. 2005. Some
taxonomic comments on the genus
Polyplectron (Phasianidae). 125 (3): 228-229.

Cormorant Research Group Bulletin
Urfi, A.J.M. Mahindiran. 2005. A review of

cormorants in India and a note on the cormorant
colonies in the heronries of the Delhi Zoo. 6:
39-43 (With one table and one text-fig.).

Current Science
Hilaluddin, R. Kaul, M.S. Hussain, E. Imam, J.N.

Shah, F. Abbasi & T.A. Shawl. 2005. Status
and distribution of breeding cattle egret and
little egret in Amroha using density method.
88 (8): 1239-1243.

Urfi, A.J., M. Sen, A. Kalam & T. Meganathan.
2005. Counting birds in India: Methodologies
and trends. 89 (12): 1997-2003.

Dutch Birding
Driessens, G.L. Svensson. 2005. Identification

of Collared Pratincole and Oriental Pratincole
- a critical review of characters. 27: 1-35 (With
42 photographs and 5 text-figs.).

Plantema, O.E.B. Ebels. 2005. Tibetan
Snowcock. 27: 43-44 (With four photos).

Flamingo
Anonymous. 2005. Great Indian Bustards in

Velavadar National Park. 2 (3&4): 11. (2004).
Anonymous. 2005. Report on the workshop on

“Current status of vultures in Gujarat” held
on 19th September 2004 at Anand. 2 (5&6):
2-3 (2004).

Anonymous. 2005. Some important sightings. 2
(5&6): 10 (2004).

Anonymous. 2005. Vulture update. 3 (1): 13.
Anonymous. 2005. Some important sightings. 3

(1): 14.
Anonymous. 2005. Vulture update. 3 (2): 12.
Anonymous. 2005. Some interesting bird

sightings. 3 (2): 14.
Anonymous. 2005. Vulture update. 3 (3): 12.
Anonymous. 2005. Some interesting bird

sightings. 3 (3): 13.
Bhatt, A. 2005. Birding around Rajula. 2 (3&4):

8-9. (2004).
Bhatt, A. 2005. Nesting of River Tern and Great

Stone-Plover during midwinter. 2 (5&6): 9
(2004).

Bhatt, M. 2005. Letters to the editors. [“I sighted
Black-capped Kingfisher...”]. 2 (5&6): 11
(2004).

Bhatt, N. 2005. [“This has reference to ‘Letter
from The President’ in Vol.-II, No.3-4...”]. 3
(3): 14.

Bhatt, N.C. 2005. Unusual feeding behaviour of
Spot-billed Duck and Comb Duck. 2 (5&6):
9.

Chauhan, R. 2005. Chhapariyali diary. 3 (3): 9.
Desai, P. 2005. Red-winged Crested Cuckoo at

Vapi: A first record for Gujarat state. 3 (2):
11.

Devkar, R., P. Khanpara & R. Katara. 2005.
Birds and bats in ambience. 3 (1): 7.

Devkar, R.V., P.S. Khanpara & P.B. Mavadiya.
2005. Greyheaded Flycatcher at Sakkarbaug
Zoological Park, Junagadh. 3 (1): 13.

Dhadhal, J. 2005. Letters to the editors.
[“Sighting of the Black-capped Kingfisher...”].
2 (5&6): 11-12 (2004).

Dhadhal, J. 2005. Important bird sites around
Porbandar. 3 (2): 5-8.

Dhadhal, J. 2005. Status of White-eared Bulbul
in Saurashtra. 3 (3): 8.

Dhadhal, J.N. Khachar. 2005. Some important
bird records near Jasdan. 3 (1): 12.

Gadhvi, I. 2005. Bhavnagar: an urban Bharatpur.
3 (3): 11.

Ganpule, P. 2005. [“I enjoyed reading “Flamingo”
very much. In reference to the Yellow-legged
Green-Pigeon in Kachchh...”]. 3 (2): 15.

Ganpule, P. 2005. Paneli vidi-an ideal quail area.
3 (3): 8.

Hathi, D., R. Jhala & B. Trivedi. 2005. Unusual
feeding behaviour of River Tern (Sterna
aurantia). 2 (3&4): 1-2. (2004).

Himmatsinhji, M.K. 2005. [“I was happy to
have Vol. 3, No. 1 (Jan-Mar): 2005 issue of
the Newsletter...”]. 3 (2): 14.

Himmatsinhji, M.K. 2005. [“I found a good
example of the comments I had made in my
letter...”]. 3 (3): 14-15.

Iyer, M.K. 2005. Terrestrial birds of Thol Bird
Sanctuary and its surroundings. 3 (1): 3-6.

Jadeja, J. 2005. New records of flycatchers from
Jamnagar city. 3 (1): 10.

Jadeja, R.D.S.N. Varu. 2005. Black-capped
Kingfisher in Kachchh. 2 (3&4): 2. (2004).

Jat, M.U. 2005. Birdwatching in Vadodara. 2
(3&4): 9. (2004).

Jethva, A.B. 2005. Vulture crisis. 3 (1): 9.
Jhala, R. 2005. First event of BCSG-Rajkot

chapter. 3 (3): 10-11.
Jhala, R., R. Jadav, B. Trivedi, R. Ardesena, D.

Hathi & D.K.C. Mario. 2005. Birding at
Khirasara Vidi. 3 (1): 12.

Joshi, J. 2005. Bird count of Atul heronry. 2
(3&4): 7. (2004).

Joshi, J. 2005. Another sighting of Indian
Plaintive Cuckoo. 2 (3&4): 10. (2004).

Joshi, T.G. Joshi. 2005. Summer birdwatching
spree! 2 (3&4): 9-10. (2004).

Khachar, L. 2005. [“I trust you will ensure that
we have certain very clear procedures for
accepting new additions to the birds of our
region...”]. 3 (3): 15.

Khacher, L. 2005. [“Shortly after I got back here
(from Hingolgadh), the postman delivered
“Flamingo” Vol. 2. Nos. 1 & 2...”]. 2 (3&4):
11-12. (2004).

Khacher, L. 2005. Letter from the President. 2
(3&4): 12. (2004).

Khacher, L. 2005. Letters to the editors. [“I have
just seen the ‘Flamingo’ Vol. 2 No. 3&4,
2004.”]. 2 (5&6): 11 (2004).

Khacher, L. 2005. Letter from the President. 3

(2): 15-16.
Mashru, A. 2005. Breeding of Black-headed

Munia: First record from Saurashtra. 3 (1): 6-
7.

Mashru, A.R. Jhala. 2005. The Greylag Goose
at Rajkot. 3 (2): 9.

Mundkur, T. 2005. Letters to the editors.
[“Thank you ever so much for the bundle of
very important information that you have sent
to me...”]. 2 (5&6): 11 (2004).

Mundkur, T. 2005. [“Thanks for the Flamingo
Vol. 3(1) received some days back.”]. 3 (2):
15.

Muni, N. 2005. Heronry appreciation
programme at Kankaria Zoo. 3 (2): 13.

Muni, N. 2005. Ahmedabad field trip. 3 (3).
Nansey, J. 2005. First symposium on grasslands

of Saurashtra and Kachchh: Status and
conservation of lark species. 3 (2): 12-13.

Parasharya, B.M. 2005. Report on the Asian
Midwinter Waterfowl Census 2004. 2 (3&4):
2. (2004).

Parasharya, B.M. 2005. Some important
sightings. 2 (3&4): 11. (2004).

Parasharya, B.M., J.J. Jani, D.J. Patel & A. Tere.
2005. Sarus Crane count in Kheda district
during 2004. 2: 4-7 (2004).

Parasharya, B.M.G. Pandya. 2005. Birds on
Sabarmati River in June 2004. 3 (1): 11.

Patel, D. 2005. Rescue of Spotted Owlet. 2
(3&4): 10. (2004).

Patel, S. 2005. Some important sightings. 2
(3&4): 11. (2004).

Patel, S. 2005. [“Mr. Hiren Soni’s note regarding
trade of Indian exotic birds in Ahmedabad...”].
2 (3&4): 11. (2004).

Patel, S. 2005. Black Drongo bathing in a lake. 3
(1): 10.

Patel, S. 2005. Dogs scaring vultures. 3 (1): 11.
Patel, S. 2005. Nesting adaptations in birds. 3

(2): 8.
Patel, S., C.H. Nirmala & M. Bhatt. 2005. Saving

200 vultures from probable death. 3 (3): 6.
Pomal, A.S.N. Varu. 2005. Heronry near Chhari

Dhandh. 2 (5&6): 10 (2004).
Puwar, S. 2005. Some important sightings. 2

(3&4): 11. (2004).
Rank, D.N. 2005. A visit to Kanewal Reservoir.

2 (3&4): 5-6. (2004).
Rank, D.N. 2005. Sarus count on Sabarmati

River near Ahmedabad. 2 (5&6): 7-8.
Rank, D.N.B.M. Parasharya. 2005. Status of

Black-capped Kingfisher in Gujarat. 2 (3&4):
2-3. (2004).

Rank, D.N.B.M. Parasharya. 2005. Marsh
Harrier roosting at Saiyant Reservoir. 2 (3&4):
6. (2004).

Raol, L. 2005. [“As usual I finished reading
“Flamingo” in one siting and enjoyed it very
much.”]. 3 (2): 15.

Sapna, S. 2005. Entrust the mortifying wetlands
to whom? 3 (2): 10-11.

Shah, Y. 2005. Matting (sic) of Red-headed
Falcon (Falco chiquerra) (sic). 2 (3&4): 10.
(2004).

Shah, Y., C. Vora & F. Chauhan. 2005. A vagrant

41



Indian Birds Vol. 2 No. 2 (March-April 2006)

owl at Surendranagar. 3 (1): 2.
Shah, Y., C. Vora, F. Chauhan, Zala & D.

Dhamecha. 2005. Some important sightings.
2 (3&4): 11. (2004).

Surendran, S. 2005. Symphony at dusk. 2 (3&4):
8. (2004).

Tere, A. 2005. Communal roosting of House
Crows at Nalsarovar. 3 (2): 4-5.

Tere, A.B.M. Parasharya. 2005. Greater Flamingo
inhabiting paddy fields. 2 (5&6): 3-4 (2004).

Tere, A.B.M. Parasharya. 2005. Tree Pie in the
Great Rann of Kachchh. 3 (3): 5.

Thakker, P.S. 2005. Letters to the editors. [“This
is with reference to Status of Black-capped
Kingfisher...”]. 2 (5&6): 11 (2004).

Thakker, P.S. 2005. Record of Spotted Creeper
(Salpornis spilonotus) in Gir forest. 3 (1): 8.

Thakker, P.S. 2005. Khet Talvadi supporting a
good number of bird species. 3 (1): 12.

Thakker, P.S. 2005. [“Let me first congratulate
for your unbiased, factual and courageous
editorial write up...”]. 3 (1): 15.

Thakker, P.S. 2005. Bearded Vulture in Great
Rann of Kachchh. 3 (2): 9.

Thakker, P.S. 2005. Tree Pie at Karimshahi Post
in the Great Rann of Kachchh. 3 (3): 5.

Thakor, N.A. 2005. Some important sightings.
2 (3&4): 11. (2004).

Trivedi, B.N. 2005. Indian Plaintive Cuckoo in
south Gujarat. 2 (3&4): 10. (2004).

Trivedi, P. 2005. First sighting dates of some
migratory bird species in northern and central
Gujarat during 2004-05. 3 (3): 7.

Trivedi, R. 2005. Counting of Painted Storks
and nests at Piele Garden, Bhavnagar. 3 (3): 5-
6.

Trivedi, V.M.D.S. Thakker. 2005. Unidentified
dove near Bhavnagar. 3 (1): 13.

Vaishnav, H.A., S.A. Chavan & U.A. Vora. 2005.
Nesting behavior of flamingos in the Rann of
Kachchh. 3 (2): 2-4.

Varu, M.S., J.C. Rupapara & P.K. Kacha. 2005.
Forest Wagtail at Jamnagar. 3 (2): 10.

Varu, S.N. 2005. Mimicry calls by Indian Chat.
2 (3&4): 7. (2004).

Varu, S.N. 2005. Yellow-legged Green-Pigeon in
Kachchh. 2 (5&6): 8 (2004).

Varu, S.N. 2005. Red-necked Phalarope in
Kachchh. 2 (5&6): 8 (2004).

Varu, S.N. 2005. Curious feeding behaviour of
Whiskered Tern. 3 (1): 9.

Varu, S.N. 2005. Hypocolius in Kachchh. 3 (2):
10.

Varu, S.N. 2005. [“In connection with article
‘Birds and bats...’ “]. 3 (3): 14.

Vora, U. 2005. Letters to the editors. [“I have
seen the Black-capped Kingfisher...”]. 2 (5&6):
11 (2004).

Forktail
Ali, Z.M. Akhtar. 2005. Bird surveys at wetlands

in Punjab, Pakistan, with special reference to
the present status of White-headed Duck
Oxyura leucocephala. 21: 43-50.

Baral, H.S. 2005. Surveys for Lesser Adjutant
Leptoptilos javanicus in and around Koshi

Tappu Wildlife Reserve, Nepal. 21: 190-193.
Baral, N., R. Gautam & B. Tamang. 2005.

Population status and breeding ecology of
White-rumped Vulture Gyps bengalensis in
Rampur Valley, Nepal. 21: 87-91.

Barua, M.P. Sharma. 2005. The birds of Nameri
National Park, Assam, India. 21: 15-26.

Choudhury, A. 2005. First record of Lesser
Adjutant Leptoptilos javanicus for Bhutan.
21: 164-165.

Choudhury, A. 2005. New site for Mrs Hume’s
Pheasant Syrmaticus humiae in north-east
India based on hunters’ specimens and local
reports. 21: 183-186.

Choudhury, A. 2005. Significant records of birds
in Nagaland, north-east India. 21: 187-190.

Döttlinger, H.M. Nicholls. 2005. Distribution
and population trends of the ‘black shaheen’
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus
peregrinator and the eastern Peregrine Falco
F. p. calidus in Sri Lanka. 21: 133-138.

Jayarathna, A., P. Caldera & E. Goodale. 2005.
Observations on the nesting and parental
behaviour of Ashy-headed Laughingthrush
Garrulax cinereifrons. 21: 163-164.

Kannan, V.R. Manakadan. 2005. The status and
distribution of Spot-billed Pelican Pelecanus
philippensis in southern India. 21: 9-14.

Khan, M.M.H. 2005. Species diversity, relative
abundance and habitat use of the birds in the
Sundarbans East Wildlife Sanctuary,
Bangladesh. 21: 79-86.

Roberts, T.B. King. 2005. The call of Sykes’s
Nightjar Caprimulgus mahrattensis. 21: 166-
167.

Seedikkoya, K., P.A. Azeez & E.A.A. Shukkur.
2005. Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis habitat use
and association with cattle. 21: 174-176.

Sivakumar, S.V. Prakash. 2005. Nesting of
Jerdon’s Baza Aviceda jerdoni and Black Baza
Aviceda leuphotes in Buxa Tiger Reserve, West
Bengal, India. 21: 169-171.

Sundar, K.S.G. 2005. Effectiveness of road
transects and wetland visits forsurveying
Black-necked Storks Ephippiorhynchus
asiaticus and Sarus Cranes Grus antigone in
India. 21: 27-32.

Sundar, K.S.G.B.C. Choudhury. 2005. Effect of
incubating adult sex and clutch size on egg
orientation in Sarus Cranes Grus antigone.
21: 179-181.

Hornbill
Anonymous. 2005. The birds of Asia.

Pheasants. 2004 (October-December): 38-41.
(2004).

Ali, S. 2005. Birding in Travancore. Stray
impressions of a rambling ornithologist. 2004
(October-December): 4-8 (2004).

Chacko, R.T. 2005. The final word. 2004
(October-December): 23. (2004).

Cocksedge, J.E. 2005. Can you tell? 2004
(October-December): 23. (2004).

Daniel, J.C. 2005. View point: Jehangir’s Laila
Majnu. 2004 (October-December): 2-3
(2004).

Daniel, J.C. 2005. About books. Salim Ali for
schools. By Zai Whitaker, 2003. Permanent
Black, New Delhi, Pp. 102, (22 x 14 cm). Price:
Rs. 195/- (Hardbound). 2004 (October-
December): 20. (2004).

Dhumal, S. 2005. Amidst migratory waterfowl -
Chilika Lake. 2005 (January-March): 4-13.

Islam, M.Z.-u. 2005. Why save birds? 2004
(October-December): 47-49. (2004).

Jathar, G.A. Deshmukh. 2005. Birds of scrubland.
2004 (October-December): 42-45. (2004).

Jathar, G.R. Kulkarni. 2005. Rush hour at
Chandoli. 2005 (July-September): 12-15
(With 11 colour photos).

Jeganathan, P. 2005. Call of the Jerdon’s Courser.
2005 (January-March): 14-19.

Loke, W.T. 2005. Photographing birds with the
highspeed flash. 2004 (October-December):
32-35. (2004).

Lowther, E.H.N. 2005. Some Indian birds. 2004
(October-December): 26-29. (2004).

Naoroji, R. 2005. Evolution of a raptorphile. 2004
(October-December): 10-19.

Pittie, A. 2005. About books. Birds of Kangra.
By Jan Willem den Besten, 2004. Dharamsala
& New Delhi: Moonpeak Publishers &
Mosaic Books. (12.5 x 19.0cm), pp. 1-176,
508 photos, 1 plate (col.), 1 map. Price: Rs
395/- (Paperback). 2004 (October-December):
21. (2004).

Rahmani, A.R. 2005. About books. Birds: Beyond
watching. By Abdul Jamil Urfi, 2004.
Universities Press, Hyderabad. Pp. 212 (22 x
14 cm). Price: Rs. 285/- (Paperback). 2004
(October-December): 20. (2004).

Yahya, H.S.A. 2005. An interesting pursuit. 2004
(October-December): 23. (2004).

Ibis
Gaston, T. 2005. Recent ornithological

publications: Pfister, O. Birds and mammals
of Ladakh. xxvii+357 pages, 306 colour plates.
New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2004.
Hardback, £49.95, $74.50. ISBN 0-19-
5665714-4. 147: 430.

Ishtiaq, F.A.R. Rahmani. 2005. The Forest Owlet
Heteroglaux blewitti: vocalization, breeding
biology and conservation. 147 (1): 197-205.

Sangster, G. 2005. A name for the flamingo-grebe
clade. 147: 612-615.

India Today
Menon, A.K. 2005. Feather in his cap. 2005 (18

April): 11.

Journal of Avian Biology
Ericson, P.G.P., A.-L. Jansén, U.S. Johansson &

J. Ekman. 2005. Inter-generic relationships of
the crows, jays, magpies and allied groups
(Aves: Corvidae) based on nucleotide sequence
data. 36 (3): 222-234 (With five tables and
five text-figs.).

Journal of Ecological Society
Gole, P. 2005. Indicators of habitat suitability.

17-18: 36-46 (2004-2005).

42



Indian Birds Vol. 2 No. 2 (March-April 2006)

Gole, P. 2005. Improving the indicators. 17-18:
47-58 (2004-2005).

Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society
Alam, M. 2005. Records of Grey-headed Starling

Sturnus malabaricus blythii in Mumbai. 101
(3): 456 (2004).

Choudhury, A. 2005. Sighting of Wallcreeper
Tichodroma muraria in Assam and Manipur.
101 (3): 463 (2004).

Choudhury, A. 2005. Great-tufted Myna
Acridotheres grandis - an addition to the birds
of Meghalaya. 102 (1): 117.

Gani, M.O. 2005. Distribution of Masked
Finfoot Heliopais personata in the Sundarbans
Reserved Forest of Bangladesh. 102 (1): 112-
114. With one map.

Ghose, D.S. Khan. 2005. Albino bulbul at Keibul
Lamjao National Park, Manipur, India. 102
(1): 120-121.

Hariharan, G.N.P. Balaji. 2005. Use of lichens in
bird nest construction: Observations from
Bolampatti range, Tamil Nadu, Western Ghats.
102 (1): 121-123. With one b&w photo.

Himmatsinhji, M.K. 2005. On the insectivorous
diet of Columba livia Gmelin. 101 (3): 455
(2004).

Joshua, J., V. Gokula & S.F.W. Sunderraj. 2005.
Territorial fighting behaviour of Great Indian
Bustard Ardeotis nigriceps. 102 (1): 114-115.
With six line-drawings.

Kaur, J.B.C. Choudhury. 2005. Predation by
Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus on chick
of Sarus Crane Grus antigone in Kota,
Rajasthan. 102 (1): 102-103.

Krauss, D.A., N. Scivoletti & H. Wells. 2005.
An observation of mate selection in the House
Crow Corvus splendens: An apparent instance
of modified lekking in a corvid. 102 (1): 117-
120.

Naoroji, R., H.S. Sangha & M. Barua. 2005. The
Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni and Amur
Falcon Falco amurensis in the Garo Hills,
Meghalaya, India. 102 (1): 103-105.

Quader, S. 2005. Probable hybridisation between
weaverbirds, Ploceus philippinus and Ploceus
manyar. 101 (3): 463-464 (2004).

Rahmani, A.R. 2005. Reviews: Birds of Goa: A
reference book, 2004. 101 (3): 437 (2004).

Sangha, H.S.R. Naoroji. 2005. Occurrence of
Little Cormorant Phalacrocorax niger in
Ladakh. 102 (1): 99.

Senthilmurugan, B. 2005. Fish in the diet of the
Black Drongo Dicrurus macrocercus Vieillot.
102 (1): 116.

Sivakumar, K.R. Sankaran. 2005. Natural history
notes on chicks of the Nicobar Megapode
Megapodius nicobariensis. 101 (3): 452-452
(2004).

Sivakumar, K.R. Sankaran. 2005. The diet of the
Nicobar Megapode Megapodius nicobariensis,
in Great Nicobar Island. 102 (1): 105-106.
With one table.

Sivakumar, S.V. Prakash. 2005. Cat Snake Boiga
trigonata in diet of Jerdon’s Baza Aviceda
jerdoni. 101 (3): 445-446.

Sivakumaran, N.A.R. Rahmani. 2005. Spotted
Dove Streptopelia chinensis feeding on winged
termites. 102 (1): 115.

Soni, H., J. Pankaj & J. Joshua. 2005. Nesting
behaviour and unusual feeding pattern in
Common Woodshrike (Tephrodornis
pondicerianus). 102 (1): 120.

Sundar, K.S.G. 2005. Mortality of herpetofauna,
birds and mammals due to vehicular traffic in
Etawah District, Uttar Pradesh, India. 101 (3):
392-398 (2004).

Sundar, K.S.G. 2005. Observations of mate
change and other aspects of pair-bond in the
Sarus Crane Grus antigone. 102 (1): 109-112.

Sundar, K.S.G. 2005. An instance of mortality
and notes on behaviour of Black-necked
Storks Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus. 102 (1):
99-101. With one table and one text-fig.

Sundar, K.S.G.B.C. Choudhury. 2005. Grit use
in the Sarus Crane Grus antigone. 102 (1):
106-109. With three text-figs., and one table.

Thejaswi, S. 2005. The White-bellied Sea-eagle
Haliaeetus leucogaster (Gmelin) in inland
southern India. 101 (3): 450 (2004).

Thejaswi, S. 2005. Black Tern Chlidonias niger
(Linn.) in Mysore, Karnataka: First record
from inland southern India. 101 (3): 454-455
(2004).

Thejaswi, S. 2005. New sites for the globally
threatened Yellow-throated Bulbul Pycnonotus
xantholaemus (Jerdon) in Karnataka, Kerala
and Tamil Nadu, southern India. 101 (3): 458-
461 (2004).

Thejaswi, S.M.C. Manohara. 2005. Sooty
Flycatcher Muscicapa sibirica Gmelin and
Ashy Minivet Pericrocotus divaricatus
(Raffles) in Bandipur National Park,
Karnataka, southern India. 101 (3): 457-458
(2004).

Thejaswi, S., S. Sastry, A. Shivaprakash & M.M.
Kumar. 2005. Occurrence of Amur Falcon
Falco amurensis Radde and Lesser Kestrel
Falco naumanni Fleischer in Mysore,
Karnataka. 101 (3): 451-452 (2004).

Thejaswi, S.A. Shivaprakash. 2005. Occurrence
of the Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis in
and near Mysore, Karnataka. 101 (3): 446
(2004).

Thejaswi, S.A. Shivaprakash. 2005. The Eastern
Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca near Mysore,
southern India. 101 (3): 447 (2004).

Thejaswi, S.A. Shivaprakash. 2005. Status of
the Greater Spotted Eagle Aquila clanga Pallas
in the wetlands of the Kaveri Basin of
Karnataka. 101 (3): 447-450 (2004).

Thejaswi, S.A. Shivaprakash. 2005. Eastern
Calandra-lark Melanocorypha bimaculata in
Mysore, Karnataka: A new record for southern
India. 101 (3): 455 (2004).

Thejaswi, S.A. Shivaprakash. 2005. Occurrence
of the Ashy Minivet Pericrocotus divaricatus
(Raffles) at the Parambikulam Wildlife
Sanctuary, Kerala. 101 (3): 456-457 (2004).

Thejaswi, S.A. Shivaprakash. 2005.
Observations on the Rusty-rumped
Grasshopper-warbler Locustella certhiola

(Pallas) at Mysore, Karnataka. 101 (3): 461-
462 (2004).

Thejaswi, S., A. Shivaprakash & M.M. Kumar.
2005. A note on harrier roosts in the Mysore
area. 101 (3): 450-451 (2004).

Thejaswi, S.A.A. Zarri. 2005. A sight record of
Tytler’s Leaf-warbler Phylloscopus tytleri from
the Nilgiris, southern India. 101 (3): 462-463
(2004).

Unnithan, S. 2005. A catalogue of the birds in
the collection of the Bombay Natural History
Society - 40. Family: Fringillidae: Finches. 101
(3): 360-373 (2004).

Unnithan, S. 2005. A catalogue of the birds in
the collection of the Bombay Natural History
Society - 41. Family: Emberizidae: Buntings.
102 (1): 10-15.

Varu, S.N., N.N. Bapat, T.B. Chhaya & A.
Pomal. 2005. Red-crested Pochard -
Rhodonessa rufina (Pallas) in Kachchh. 102
(1): 102.

Zarri, A.A.A.R. Rahmani. 2005. Malabar Trogon
Harpactes fasciatus Pennant in the Nilgiris
Upper Plateau Tamil Nadu. 102 (1): 116.

Journal of the Zoological Society of London
Dickinson, E.C. 2005. The Proceedings of the

Zoological Society of London, 1859-1900: an
exploration of breaks between calendar years
of publication. 266: 427-430.

Journal of Zoological Systematics and
Evolutionary Research

Johansson, U.S.P.G.P. Ericson. 2005. A re-
evaluation of basal phylogenetic relationships
within trogons (Aves: Trogonidae) based on
nuclear DNA sequences. 43 (2): 166-173 (With
three tables and three text-figs.).

Madras Naturalists’ Society Bulletin
Jayakumar, G. 2005. The MNS trip to

Vedanthangal on 19 Feb’2005. 27 (3&4): 1-2.
Santharam, V. 2005. A morning at the Guindy

National Park. 27 (1&2): 1-2.

Malabar Trogon
Balakrishnan, P. 2005. A survey report on the

House Sparrow Passer domesticus in south
India. 3 (2): 4-6.

Nameer, P.O. 2005. Races of Grey-breasted
Laughingthrush Garrulax jerdoni: a
discussion (continued from 3 (1)). 3 (2): 13-
15.

Narayanan, S.P., M.S. Sajith, S. Dipu, Ajay &
B. Sreekumar. 2005. Sightings of Mountain
Imperial Pigeon Ducula badia from the
Vembanad wetlands. 3 (2): 13.

Praveen, J. 2005. Races of Greybreasted
Laughing Thrush (Garrulax jerdoni): A
discussion. 3 (1): 16-18 (16-17).

Praveen, J. 2005. Book Review: Shore birds of
Kerala - including Gulls & Terns. By. C.
Sashikumar, Muhamed Jafer Palot, Sathyan
Meppayur & C. Radhakrishnan. 3 (1): 22-23.

Rajesh, K.P. 2005. Green Whip Snake feeding
on bulbul. 3 (1): 23.

43



Indian Birds Vol. 2 No. 2 (March-April 2006)

Sashikumar, C. 2005. Races of Greybreasted
Laughing Thrush (Garrulax jerdoni): A
discussion. 3 (1): 16-18 (17-18).

Sashikumar, C. 2005. Races of Grey-breasted
Laughingthrush Garrulax jerdoni: a discussion
(continued from 3 (1)). 3 (2): 13-15.

Sashikumar, C. 2005. Book review: Important
bird areas of India: Priority sites for
conservation. 3 (2): 16-17.

Sashikumar, C. 2005. Book review: Birds of
Kerala. 3 (3): 8-16.

Sashikumar, C.J. Palot. 2005. Aralam Wildlife
Sanctuary - bird survey 2005: An interim
report. 3 (1): 24.

Subramanya, S. 2005. Heronries of Kerala. 3 (1):
2-15.

Vijaya Kumar, T.N. 2005. Occurrence of Rufous
Woodpecker (Celeus brachyurus) in
Kozhikode town. 3 (1): 20.

Zacharias, V.J. 2005. Races of Grey-breasted
Laughingthrush Garrulax jerdoni: a discussion
(continued from 3 (1)). 3 (2): 13-15.

Mistnet
Anonymous. 2005. IUCN resolution on Great

Indian Bustard Ardeotis nigriceps. 6 (1): 8.
Anonymous. 2005. IUCN resolution on Gyps

species of vultures. 6 (1): 9.
Jeganathan, P. 2005. Radio tagging the Jerdon’s

Courser “Pity-not-to-do-it”. 6 (2): 8-9.
Sangha, H.S.R. Naoroji. 2005. Slender-billed

Babbler Turdoides longirostris in Arunachal
Pradesh. 6 (2): 12.

Santharam, V. 2005. Bird conservation in Tamil
Nadu - beyond the Red Data Book and IBAs.
6 (1): 4-7.

Shivaprakash, A. 2005. An overview of the Indian
Spotted Eagle in Lingambudh Lake (IBA site).
6 (2): 10-11.

Zarri, A.A. 2005. Nilgiri Laughingthrush: Soul
of the Nilgiri Hills. 6 (2): 4-5.

Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution
Alstrom, P., P.G.P. Ericson, U. Olsson & P.

Sundberg. 2005. Phylogeny and classification
of the avian superfamily Sylvioidea. Molecular
Phylogenetics and Evolution.

Bridge, E.S., A.W. Jones & A.J. Baker. 2005. A
phylogenetic framework for the terns
(Sternini) inferred from mtDNA sequences:
implications for taxonomy and plumage
evolution. 35 (2): 459-469.

Bridgea, E.S., A.W. Jonesb & A.J. Bakerc. 2005.
A phylogentic framework for the terns
(Sternini) inferred from mtDNA sequences:
implications for taxonomy and plumage
evolution. 35 (2): Unknown.

Helbig, A.J., A. Kocum, I. Seibold & M.J. Braun.
2005. A multi-gene phylogeny of aquiline
eagles (Aves: Accipitriformes) reveals
extensive paraphyly at the genus level. 35:
147-164.

Olsson, U., P. Alström, P.G.P. Ericson & P.
Sundberg. 2005. Non-monophyletic taxa and
cryptic species - Evidence from a molecular
phylogeny of leaf-warblers (Phylloscopus,

Aves). 36 (2): 261-276 (With seven text-figs.,
and two tables).

Sheldon, F.H., L.A. Whittingham, R.G. Moyle,
B. Slikas & D.W. Winkler. 2005. Phylogeny
of swallows (Aves: Hirundinidae) estimated
from nuclear and mitochondrial DNA
sequences. 35: 254-270.

Mountain Research and Development
Chettri, N., D.C. Deb, E. Sharma & R. Jackson.

2005. The relationship between bird
communities and habitat. A study along a
trekking corridor in the Sikkim Himalaya. 25
(3): 235-243 (With one map, four tables and
one text-fig.).

Nature
Grimmett, R. 2005. Taking flight. 438: 916.

New Birdwatch
Papps, S. 2005. Southern guide has a familiar

feel. 159: 55.

Newsletter for Birdwatchers
Bharos, A.M.K. 2005. Possible breeding by the

Cuckoo (Cuculus canorus) in Chattisgarh,
India. 44 (6): 95. (2004).

Bharos, A.M.K. 2005. Magpie Robin
(Copsychus saularis) feeding on maggots and
storing food. 44 (6): 95. (2004).

Bhatnagar, S.P.S.K. Shukla. 2005. Sambhar Lake:
A new breeding ground of Pied Avocet,
Recurvirostra avosetta in India. 44 (6): 86-
88. (2004).

Bhatnagar, S.P.S.K. Shukla. 2005. Checklist of
Sambhar Lake waterfowl in inland saline water
ecosystem, Rajasthan, India. 45 (3): 40-41.

Bhatnagar, S.P.S.K. Shukla. 2005. Winter
migratory Eurasian waterfowl wader Eurasian
Curlew, Numenius arquata (Linnaeus) at
inland saline wetland, Didwana (Nagaur dist.),
Rajasthan. 45 (2): 28.

Chandrashekar, M.K.T. Mahalingappa. 2005.
Painted Storks abandon Kaggaladu colony. 45
(4): 51-52.

Chhangani, A.K. 2005. First record of Indian
Grey Hornbill (Ocyceros birostris) in the Thar
Desert, Jodhpur, India. 44 (6): 94. (2004).

Chhangani, A.K. 2005. House Crow (Corvus
splendens) feeding on gum of Acacia nilotica
at Jodhpur, Rajasthan. 45 (1): 14.

Chhangani, A.K. 2005. Unusual sightings of
Sarus Crane (Grus antigone). 45 (1): 15.

Choudhary, D.N. 2005. Breeding behaviour and
nesting of Indian Moorhen and Night Heronin
(sic) the Laluchack pond, Bhagalpur, Bihar.
45 (4): 54-55.

Choudhury, A. 2005. Birds of Mizoram, a
checklist. 45 (5): 67-73.

Desai, R.N., V.V. Yeri & G.S. Kallur. 2005. Some
aspects of the breeding cycles of the Indian
Robin Saxicoloides fulicata fulicata (L.) of
Dharwad (Karnataka: India). 45 (1): 9-10.

Devasahayam, S. 2005. Bird life at Indian
Institute of Spices Research, Calicut, Kerala.
45 (2): 22-24.

Devkar, R.V.M.D. Visavadia. 2005. Nesting of

vultures at Girnar Hill, Junagadh (Gujarat).
45 (2): 21-22.

Ghosh, S.J. 2005. Purbasthali: The unique
wetland needs protection. 44 (6): 85-86.
(2004).

Gomathi, N. 2005. Sightings of Whitebellied Sea
Eagle (Haliaeetus leucogaster) in
Kumbakonam. 45 (2): 25.

Ilyas, O. 2005. Birds of middle altitude oak forest,
Kumaon Himalayas. 45 (5): 73-77.

Iyer, M.K. 2005. Sightings of Gyps (Vultures)
and Aquila (Eagles) at Dhabla Pound and Thol
Bird Sanctuary. 45 (2): 24-25.

Jethva, A.B. 2005. 40 White backed (sic) Vultures
die at the Mahuva vulture colony, Gujarat. 45
(3): 44.

Joshua, J., H. Soni, N.M. Joshi & P.N. Joshi.
2005. Sighting of Fieldfare (Turdus pilaris) in
Firozpura of Banaskantha district, north
Gujarat, India. 45 (4): 59-60.

Joshua, J., H. Soni, N.M. Joshi & P.N. Joshi.
2005. Occurrence of Franklin’s or Allied or
Savanna Nightjar (Caprimulgus affinis) in Bhuj
taluk, Kachchh district, Gujarat. 45 (4): 61.

Kasambe, R. 2005. Breeding behaviour of Blue-
tailed Bee-eaters (Merops philippinus) in
Central India. 45 (1): 10-13.

Kasambe, R. 2005. Poaching of vultures by
Pardhis of Vidarbha. 45 (3): 42-43.

Kasambe, R., A. Pimplapure, J. Wadatkar & A.
Pillarisett. 2005. Vulture notes from Vidarbha
including Melghat and Tadoba Andhari Tiger
Reserves. 45 (5): 77-78.

Kasambe, R., J. Wadatkar, N.S. Bhusum & F.
Kasdekar. 2005. Forest Owlets Heteroglaux
blewitti in Melghat Tiger Reserve, district
Amravati, Maharashtra. 45 (3): 38-40.

Kasambe, R., J. Wadatkar, M. Khode & R.
Khode. 2005. Sighting records of Black Storks
(Ciconia nigra) in Amravati district of
Maharashtra, India. 45 (5): 78-80 (with one
table).

Kelkar, N. 2005. Sightings of a Spotted Owlet
Athene brama chick with erythrism at Nagpur,
Maharashtra, India. 45 (3): 47.

Khan, A. 2005. Observation of Red Munia
nesting in Keoladeo National Park. 44 (6): 94-
95. (2004).

Mashru, A. 2005. Gathering of Steppe Eagles
(Aquila nipalensis). 45 (2): 27.

Mishra, A., J.N. Mandal & T.K. Ghosh. 2005.
Breeding of Lesser Adjutant from an
unexplored area of Kosi region of N. Bihar. 44
(6): 84. (2004).

Pandey, V.K., S.K. Das, M.K. Pardeshi & N.S.
Rathore. 2005. Observations of vultures in
the Desert National Park, Rajasthan, India. 45
(3): 44-45.

Parihar, G.R. Saxena. 2005. Confirmation of
presence of Great Indian Bustard in Ghatigaon
Sanctuary and related problems. 45 (1): 14-
15.

Patel, S. 2005. Wetland protection project of
Nature Club Surat. 45 (1): 6-7.

Patel, S. 2005. Adaptations in nesting. 45 (2):
27.

44



Indian Birds Vol. 2 No. 2 (March-April 2006)

Patel, S., N. Bhatt & M. Bhatt. 2005. Saving 200
vultures from probable death. 45 (3): 42.

Pimplapure, A. 2005. Sighting of Egyptian
Vulture (Neophron percnopterus) in a flock.
45 (2): 26.

Rajaram, M.R.M. Rajaram. 2005. Birdwatching
in a coffee estate at Coorg. 45 (1): 8-9.

Ramesh, J. 2005. Ninety White-rumped Vultures
[Gyps bengalensis] sighted at the Nagarhole
National Park. 45 (3): 45.

Rao, K.M. 2005. Birding trip to Rayalaseema
area. 45 (2): 20-21 (with one b&w photo).

Samad, K.S.A. 2005. Greater Flamingos spotted
in hot summer in Bellary district. 45 (4): 60.

Saxena, R. 2005. Legends of crow and some other
birds. 44 (6): 96. (2004).

Saxena, R. 2005. An old record of Imperial
Sandgrouse (Pterodes orientalis) (sic) of Gajner.
44 (6): 96. (2004).

Saxena, R. 2005. Red Jungle Fowl (Gallus gallus).
45 (1): 15.

Saxena, R. 2005. Bori with a difference. 45 (4):
56.

Saxena, R. 2005. Birds of which Madhya
Pradesh? 45 (4): 57.

Saxena, R. 2005. Birding in office. 45 (2): 26.
Saxena, R. 2005. Spurwinged/River Lapwing/

Plover. 45 (2): 26.
Shah, Y., C. Vora & F. Chauhan. 2005. A vagrant

owl at Surendranagar. 45 (3): 48.
Sharma, A. 2005. Birding at Raiganj Bird

Sanctuary, North Dinajpur District in West
Bengal. 44 (6): 89-90. (2004).

Sharma, A. 2005. Small Yellow-naped
Woodpecker Picus chlorolophus in mangrove
forest of Sunderbans Tiger Reserve, India. 45
(1): 13-14.

Sharma, A. 2005. Recent record of White-rumped
Vulture Gyps bengalensis from 24 Paraganas
District, West Bengal. 45 (3): 44.

Sharma, A. 2005. Redvented Bulbul (Pycnonotus
cafer) feeding on Drumstick leaves (Moringa
oleifera) at Malda District, West Bengal. 45
(3): 47.

Sharma, P.K. 2005. Factors contributing to the
decline of vultures in the Shiwaliks. 45 (3):
45-46.

Sharma, P.K. 2005. Distribution of parental
responsibilities among Magpie Robins. 45 (4):
59.

Sharma, S.K. 2005. Use of bird perches for crop
protection in tribal zone of southern Rajasthan.
45 (4): 58.

Shivaprakash, A. 2005. Distribution, density and
threats to Barheaded Goose (Anser indicus)
in Mysore, Mandya and Chamarajanagar
districts, southern Karnataka. 45 (5): 80 (with
one table).

Shreyas, S.R.S. Harave. 2005. Shelducks and
sandpipers tormented by weekend poachers
at the Hesarghatta lake. 45 (4): 53-54.

Singh, A.P. 2005. Birds on Harkidun trek route
(Sankri-Taluka-Khabugad): Garhwal
himalayas. 45 (4): 53.

Singh, N. 2005. Observations regarding kuoo-
kuoo call of Koel. 44 (6): 95. (2004).

Singh, N. 2005. Demoiselle Crane at Kheedha
(sic) village. 45 (4): 60.

Sridhar, S. 2005. The rise and fall of Raiganj Bird
Sanctuary. 44 (6): Insidefrontcover-83. (2004).

Sridhar, S. 2005. Vultures’ woes. 44 (6): 83.
(2004).

Sridhar, S. 2005. Painted Storks skip Veerapura
yet again. 45 (1): 2-4.

Sridhar, S. 2005. Bustards are wearing thin in
Ghatigaon Sanctuary. 45 (1): 4.

Sridhar, S. 2005. Review: Handbook of Indian
wetland birds and their conservation. 45 (4):
61-64.

Sridhar, S. 2005. Raiganj Bird Sanctuary lashed
by a hat-trick of killer storms. 45 (5): Inside
front cover.

Sridhar, S. 2005. Book review: Pictorial
handbook - shorebirds of Kerala, (including
gulls and terns), Sashikumar, C.; Muhamed
Jafer Palot; Sathyan Meppayur;
Radhakrishnan, C. 2004. 45 (2): 28-32.

Sridhar, S.A.K. Chakravarthy. 2005. Vexed
vultures and their captive breeding programme
in India. 44 (6): 90-94. (2004).

Thakker, P.S. 2005. Whitebellied Sea Eagle in
Great Rann of Kachchh, Gujarat. 45 (3): 46.

Timmapur, R.G. 2005. Random bird notes from
Hidkal Dam area, Belgaum District, Karnataka.
45 (3): 35-38.

Umashekar, M.S. Sreevatsa. 2005. Sighting of
Black-breasted Weaver (Ploceus benghalensis)
in Raichur - north-east Karnataka. 45 (4): 60-
61.

Wesley, H.D. 2005. About a crake. 45 (5): 78.
Yahya, H.S.A. 2005. Foraging and feeding

behaviour of Flamingos in the Aanasagar Lake
Ajmer (Rajasthan). 45 (1): 4-6.

Newsletter of the Asian Waterbird Census
Anonymous. 2005. AWC news from the region.

India: Mystery of wintering Spoon-billed
Sandpiper remains unsolved. 9: 3.

Baral, H.S. 2005. AWC news from the region.
Nepal. 9: 4-5.

Li, D. 2005. AWC 2002-2005 results update. 9:
2.

Naing, T.Z. 2005. AWC news from the region.
Myanmar. 9: 4.

Sirivardana, U.D. Warakagoda. 2005. AWC news
from the region. Sri Lanka. 9: 5.

Panda
Abass, M. 2005. A new bird in Ladakh. The

Demoiselle Crane (Anthropoides virgo). 2004
(December): 5 (2004).

Krishnan, V. 2005. The pink lining to Mumbai
disappearing? Flamingos of the Sewri
mudflats. 2005 (June): 12 (With one col.
photo).

Mishra, K.K. 2005. A dwindling bird haven in
Sareli. 2005 (June): 13 (with two b&w
photos).

Rosalind, L. 2005. Bustards. 2004 (December):
13-15 (2004).

Rosalind, L. 2005. Bharatpur. People’s
participation in conservation of a Wetland

Heritage site. 2005 (March): 7-8.
Talwar, R. 2005. Waiting to be rediscovered. The

Mountain Quail (Ophrysia superciliosa). 2004
(December): 20-21 (2004).

The Rhino Foundation for Nature in NE India
McGowan, P. 2005. Conserving the pheasants

and partridges of NE India. 6: 15-16. (2004).
Nair, M.V. 2005. Notable bird records from

Kakojan Reserve Forest. 6: 20. (2004).

Samsad News
Basu, B. 2005. Ajodhya Hill: A report on the

annual nature study camp. 23 (3&4): 1-4.
Chaudhuri, A. 2005. A short trip to Bokkhali. 23

(5&6): 3-4.
Dey, K. 2005. Chilika: Paradise on water. 23

(5&6): 1-2.

Sanctuary Asia
Anonymous. 2005. Bharatpur. Apathy spells

doom for birds in the wetlands. 25 (1): 74.
Anonymous. 2005. Kolleru. Apathy and

corruption killing lake. 25 (6): 76-77 (With
three b&w photos).

Barua, M. 2005. Seasons in the sun. A Kaziranga
birding calendar. 25 (1): 28-31.

Barua, M. 2005. The flaw in the flu... 25 (6): 62-
64.

Basu, B. 2005. Book review: Treasures of Indian
Wildlife. Ed. Ashok S. Kothari and Boman F.
Chhapgar. 25 (6): 89.

Besten, J.W.d. 2005. Places to be: Dharamsala.
XXV (4): 61.

Bhatia, Y. 2005. Crab Plovers. XXV (2): 30-33.
Grewal, B.S. Sen. 2005. Birding in India. XXV

(2): 60-61.
Grewal, B.S. Sen. 2005. Birding in India. XXV

(4): 60-61.
Grewal, B.S. Sen. 2005. Birding in India. 25 (1):

58-59.
Grewal, B.S. Sen. 2005. Birding in India. 25 (3):

60-61.
Grewal, B.S. Sen. 2005. Birding in India. 25 (6):

58-59 (with two colour photos and one colour
plate).

Raj V, V.M. 2005. Magadi wetland - Where geese
gather. XXV (4): 42-45.

Sen, S.K. 2005. Mizoram. Paradise in peril. XXV
(5): 46-51.

Shah, S. 2005. Nandur Madhmeshwar Bird
Sanctuary. XXV (2): 67.

Shiva Kumar, N. 2005. Goodbye Indian
Skimmer? XXV (4): 32-35.

Sriram, J. 2005. White splendour. XXV (2): 34-
35.

Thorat, S.P. Joshi. 2005. Uran as a protected
bird sanctuary. 25 (1): 82.

The Tattler
Islam, M.S. 2005. World significant counts of

waterbirds at south central coast of Gengetic
Delta. 42: 8.

The Tribune
Singh, B. 2005. Call of the wild. Treasures of

45



Indian Birds Vol. 2 No. 2 (March-April 2006)

Indian wildlife. 2005 (September): Unknown.

Vana Premi
Joseph, A.V. 2005. A brief note on breeding of

Red Jungle Fowl and Grey Jungle Fowl in the
(3) zoos of A. P. 6 (10): 29-32 (With ten b&w.,
photos, one line-drawing and three tables).

Wader Study Group Bulletin
Zöckler, C., S. Balachandran, G.C. Bunting, M.

Fanck, M. Kashiwagi, E.G. Lappo, G.
Maheswaran, A. Sharma, E.E. Syroechkovski
& K. Webb. 2005. The Indian Sunderbans: an
important wintering site for Siberian waders.
108: 42-46 (With one map, one table and six
col. pics.).

World Birdwatch
Anonymous. 2005. Rediscovered wren-babbler

easy to find but hard to see. 27 (2): 2 (With
one col. photo.).

Anonymous. 2005. India to ban diclofenac. 27
(2): 4 (With one col. photo.).

Anonymous. 2005. Wintering Spoon-billed
Sandpiper survey in India draws a blank. 27
(2): 4 (With one col. photo.).

Eberhardt, K. 2005. Chasing the Pink-headed
Duck. 27 (3): 22-24 (With eight photos).

Langley, N. 2005. The lost and found bird. 27
(2): 13-16 (With six col. photos.).

Zoos’ Print
Nameer, P.O. 2005. Summary of Ph.D. Thesis:

Bird community structure in selected forest
types of Kerala. XX (11): 20-22.

Zoos’ Print Journal
Jayson, E.A.C. Sivaperuman. 2005. Avifauna of

Thrissur district, Kerala, India. 20 (2): 1774-
1783.

Jayson, E.A.C. Sivaperuman. 2005. Reply to
the comments by Sashikumar on “Avifauna
of Thrissur district, Kerala, India.” 20 (5):
1879-1880.

Jayson, E.A.C. Sivaperuman. 2005. Reply to
the comments by Praveen on “Avifauna of
Thrissur district, Kerala, India.” 20 (2): 1881-
1882.

Kler, T.K. 2005. Analysis of nesting material in
bird nest boxes. 20 (2): 1882.

Kler, T.K. 2005. Unusual nesting site of
Coppersmith Barbet Megalaima
haemacephala (Müller) in residential area of
Ludhiana city. 20 (9): 1994.

Kulkarni, A.N., V.S. Kanwate & V.D. Deshpande.
2005. Birds in and around Nanded city,
Maharashtra. 20 (11): 2076-2078.

Panchabhai, C.G., A.M. Rode, D.B. Sarode, A.G.
Bhandarkar, N.P. Dakshinkar & G.R. Bhojne.
2005. Clinico-haematological study in ailing
pigeons of Nagpur city. 20 (5): 1877.

Praveen, J. 2005. Comments on “Avifauna of
Thrissur district, Kerala, India” by E. A.
Jayson et al. (2005). 20 (5): 1880-1881.

Rao, K.T.S.M.M. Javed. 2005. The Great Indian
Bustard Ardeotis nigriceps (Vigors) in and
around the Rollapadu Wildlife Sanctuary,
Andhra Pradesh, India. 20 (11): 2053-2058.

Sahu, H.K.S.D. Rout. 2005. Checklist of
waterbirds in Mayurbhanj district, Orissa. 20
(9): 1992-1993.

Sashikumar, C. 2005. Comments on “Avifauna
of Thrissur district, Kerala, India” by Jayson
et al. 20 (5): 1879.

Singh, H. 2005. Sighting of Sirkeer Malkoha
Phaenicophaeus leschenaultii in the Thar
Desert. 20 (6): 1903.

Srinivasulu, C., B. Srinivasulu & V. Nagulu. 2005.
Catalogue of birds collected by Salim Ali
present in the Natural History Museum,
Osmania University, Hyderabad, India. 20 (1):
1741-1748 (2004).

Verma, A. 2005. Winter ecology of harriers
roosting at Akola, Maharashtra, India. 20 (8):
1943-1947.

Vyas, R. 2005. Breeding of Ruddy Shelduck
(Tadorna ferruginea) at Sayaji Baug Zoo,
Vadodara, Gujarat. 20 (11): 2075.

Recoveries from the Newsletter for Birdwatchers (1965) - 10
Zafar Futehally

#2205 Oakwood Apartments, Jakkasandra Layout, Koramangala, 3rd Block, 8th Main, Bangalore 560034, Karnataka, India.
Email: zafarfutehally@gmail.com

By 1965, its fifth year, the Newsletter had
become fairly well known in the then

small birding community of India, and a few
articles from Pakistan relating to birds
common to our two continents reassured
us—as we are essentially a part of one
subcontinent.

Rev. A. Navarro, to whom you have been
introduced before, took a group of students
from St. Xavier’s High School, Bombay, to
Kendal in Ahmedabad district for bird
watching, “instead of sitting at home for the
Diwali holidays, firing crackers and feasting
on sweetmeats”… (1) Our first impression
of the situation was one of dejection and
disappointment…the countryside seemed
devoid of any interest for bird
watching…But first impressions are not
always the best…At the end of six days,
footing it out for miles, we found to our great
surprise and joy a list of hundred varieties
of different birds.” I quote one paragraph
from this long four page article.

“Along the bullock cart ruts and nullahs,
along side which there grew an abundance

of green grass with bushes and small trees
to break the monotony, we saw seven
varieties of warblers. This was a pleasant
and refreshing sight. Here we saw the Indian
Great Reed Warbler, Blyth’s Reed Warblers,
the Orphean Warbler, the Booted Tree
Warbler, the Ashy Wren Warbler, and the
Indian Wren Warbler. What a splendid
company they made on the wing, bristling
with the enjoyment of their environment.
But of all this glorious company two of
them—Blyth’s and the Booted Tree
Warbler—we were destined to watch more
often on trees, while the others preferred to
rest on bushes, reeds and grass. Blyth’s
Warbler, which was the most common
everywhere, gave us the joy of hearing its
rather monotonous ‘chat-chat-chat’ chant.
But what was our surprised delight when
we suddenly discovered him warbling at
noon, trimming his throat to a sweet,
melodious and soul-lifting song akin, we
thought, to that of the Oriole: only his was
a much softer and less high-pitched
melody.”

Brother Navarro had the distinction of
discovering a new species for India during
his visit to Fennel Hill (Karnala Bird
Sanctuary) near Mumbai on 31.i.1965. “It
must have been around 11 o’clock when I
was almost at the top of the hill, on the right
side of the road, when suddenly a noisy
party, made up mostly of Warblers,
Flycatchers and some birds of another
variety, were enjoying themselves in a
delightful cacophony in a very thick patch
of the forest. My attention was caught by a
pair of birds calling to each other
incessantly. Their calls were altogether
unfamiliar to me as much as their colour was.
I sat down on the ground flora most ten
minutes observing. Finally I was convinced
that the birds that I was observing were
something I had never seen before. So I
decided there and then to secure at least
one specimen of them.”

“Luckily I did secure one of them. After
examining it with some care I placed it, not
without some misgivings, in the group of
the Pied Shrike of the Genus Hemipus. Later
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