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Sighting of Crested Tree-Swift Hemiprocne coronata in north Gujarat
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During a survey and sampling of the
forests of Ambaji, Abakanta, Taranga

and Vijaynagar, of the north Gujarat region,
in May and June 2005, we heard a muted,
shikra-like call on 18.v.2005 around 11:00
hrs. Walking towards the sound, we reached
a check-dam across a small forest stream
(24°18’N 72°51’E). This was in the dry
deciduous forests of the southern Aravalli
hills, near Pancha village, close to Ambaji
(Banaskantha district) in northern Gujarat.
The call led us to two Crested Tree-Swift
Hemiprocne coronata, which were diving
and drinking water, in mid-flight, from the
surface of the dam. They flew off after
drinking four more times.

We heard this species again, on another
occasion, in the dry deciduous forests on
some rocky and highly undulating hills,
(24°18’N 72°50E; 437 m asl), north-west of
Kumbharia village, on the outskirts of
Ambaji. Seven birds were gliding above the
tree canopy on a hill top calling frequently
and probably hawking insects. Two birds
were also seen perched on a tertiary branch
at the top of a 12 m tall Lannea coromadelica
tree, growing on the sloping side of a hill.

Three more individuals of this species
were sighted on two occasions. Once near

Naliavada village (23°55’N 73°18’E; 295 m),
and the second time at Bhayala village
(24°17’N 72°44’E; 410 m).

Crested Tree-Swift, is distributed
practically across entire India, barring the
north-west (Ali 1996). In Gujarat it has been
reported from Gir forest in Saurashtra
(Dharmakumarsinhji 1956), Juna Rajpipla,
Songadh (Surat district) (Ali 1954) and
Shoolpaneshwar Sanctuary (Monga &
Naoroji 1984). This species has not been
reported from the forests of north Gujarat
region by either Grimmett et al. (1999) or
Kazmierczak (2000). Our observations
extend the distribution range of this species.
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A small gaggle of Bar-headed Goose
Anser indicus was sighted by one of

us (RJG) at Walayar dam (10°85’N 76°85’E,
c. 200 m above m.s.l.) on 25.xii.1999. These
birds, numbering eight individuals, were
also seen on 27.xii.1999 (RJG), 29.xii.1999
(RJG) and 1.i.2000 (RJG & PJ). They were
rather confiding and allowed us close
proximity. The birds were seen preening near
the banks and later swam across to another
shore. The same birds were later recorded
during the Asian Wetland Census on
16.i.2000 by one of us (PJ) along with 26
Painted Storks Mycteria leucocephala.

Two years later, on 29.i.2002, one of us
(PJ) saw four birds again at Walayar dam.
K.V. Eldhose was also present at that time.

Sight records of Bar-headed Goose are
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few from Kerala. Ali (1969) did not record
this species in Kerala. In 1987 one bird was
recorded from Kadalundi by D.N. Kurup
(Neelakantan et al. 1993). In recent years,
K.V. Eldhose (verbally, i.2006) informed one
of us (PJ) that he spotted five Bar-headed
Geese at Purathur, Bharathapuzha estuary,
in December 2005. P.P.Sreenivasan (verbally,
i.2006) also informed (PJ) that he spotted
six birds at Kole Wetlands, Thrissur district.
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