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illustration in Grimmett et al. (1988), was not (3,400 m) on 5.xi.1996 and may indeed be 1998, Rasmussen & Anderton 2005).
present, the natural colours being morgare in this region although it has now alsoSmall Bee-eatekerops orientalisA pair
blended. This bird was a female or juvenile.been recorded at Kangra (den Besten 2004) from 12.iv.1998 until at least 25.iv.1998, at
A call was heard, which was presumed toand Rasmussen & Anderton (2005) give the about 2000m. Grimmett et al. (1998) give
come from this bird, comprising of a two- wintering range east of Pakistan as the range in India as up to 1,800 m,
note whistle, the first note high, the secondHimalayas sporadically to Nepal, with  Rasmussen & Anderton (2005) up to 1,500
lower. reports as far as Bhutan.’ m ‘in Himalayas (exceptionally to 2,800 m).’

This species has only been recorded once The following additional observations, all |sabelline Wheatea®enanthe isabellina
west of Nepal at Simla, H.P. which from 3-5km north of old Manali, are either at  One on 28.iii.1998 at about 2,000m.
Rasmussen & Anderton (2005) dispute, buthe edge of their previously recorded rangeCommon Starlinggturnus vulgari©ne on
in light of this recent sighting, the old record or altitudinal records of interest, although the  10.iv.1998, two on 12.iv.1998 and two on
should be considered valid unless evidencéecords of Isabelline Wheate@enanthe  18.iv.1998 all at about 2,000m.
can be provided to the contrary. Manali isisabellinaand Cinereous Vulturdegypius [Spot-winged RosefinctCarpodacus
about 135 km due north of Simla and somonachusconcur with the distributions  rodopeplu$One female on 23.iv.1998 at
these two records constitute the moswgiven in Rasmussen & Anderton 2005. about 1,900m. The females of this group
westerly records to date. Grey HeronArdea cinereOne in iv.1998  are difficult to identify although the

Other records from Manali, which were observed at about 2,000 m flying diagnostic white tips to the tertials were
considered rare at the time of observation overhead heading north. observed. This would be a westward
but are now considered regular, includeBlack StorkCiconianigraTwo on24.iv.1998  expansion of its known range and
Chaffinch Fringilla coelebsand Saker  observed at about 2,000 m flying therefore need confirmation.
FalconFalco cherrug overhead heading north.

Chaffinch was recorded at about 1,900 mEuropean White Stor€iconia ciconieOne  References
3-4 km north of old Manali in or near the 0n 4.iv.1998 observed at about 2,000 nBirdLife International 2001Threatened birds
apple orchards on 6.xi.1996 (1), 22.xi.1997 flying overhead heading north. of Asia: the BirdLife International Red Data
(2), 12.xii.1997 (2), on 14.xii.1997 (4) and Cinereous Vulturéegypius monachdsvo ~ Book (Eds: Collar, N.J,, A.V. Andreev, S.
another was recorded at the outskirts of the on 28.iii.1998, one on 9.iii.1998, one on Chan, M.J. Crosby, S. Subramanya & J.A.

Great Himalayan National Park on 26.xii.1997. 6.iv.1998, one on 7.iv.1998 and one on Tobias). Cambridge, U.K.: BirdLife
International.

den Besten (2004) has recorded this species 8.iv.1998 all observe_d at about 2000m, - Besten, J.W. 2004&irds of Kangra
regularly at Kangra and Rasmussen & flying overhead heading north. Dharamsala / New Delhi: Moonpeak

Anderton (2005) record it as ‘casual’ in the Upland Buzzarduteo hemilasiu©ne on  pypjishers / Mosaic Books.

Himalayas. 26.x.96 at about 2,000 m, observedsrimmett, R., T. Inskipp & C. Inskipp. 1998.
Saker Falcon was recorded north of the perched and in flight for an hour. Birds of the Indian Subcontineritondon:

Forest Rest House (2,700 m), ManaliEastern Imperial Eaglkquila heliacaOne Christopher Helm.

Sanctuary, on 9.xi.1996 and presumably the immature on 6.iv.1998 and one on 7.iv.199gnskipp, C. & T. Inskipp. 1991A guide to the

same individual again on 10.xi.1996. This observed at about 2000m flying overhead birds of Nepal 2 ed. London: Christopher

species has also been recorded twice at heading north (incorrectly given as Helm.

L B o ; Pfister, O. 2004Birds and Is of Ladakh
Pong Dam, H.P. by den Besten (2004), in ‘Mandi’ in BirdLife International 2001). g:fgrd Univerlsrityss?es?al\TLTvaSe?hi.a a

Ladakh by Pfister (2004) and also in NepalPlum-headed ParakeetPsittacula Rasmussen, P.C. & C.J. Anderton. 20Bids

(Inskipp & Inskipp 1991pers. obg. Kangra cyanocephaldwo females / juveniles on ot south Asia. The Ripley Guidevols. New

Valley is about 80 km west of Manali. 11.iv.1998 at about 2000m, both with an  vork: smithsonian Institute & Lynx Edicions.
Brambling Fringilla montifringilla was all'yellow bill. The range of this species is

recorded only once, just above Llamadukh given as up to 1,525 m (Grimmett et al.
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he Cinereous VultureAegypius Itis also listed in Schedule | of The Wild as other vulture species and is usually seen

monachusis the largest of the Old Life (Protection) Act, 1972. CITES lists the singly or in pairs (American Zoo and
World vultures. It is a resident in the Cinereous Vulture in Appendix |l Aquarium Association 1998).
Himalayas, wintering down to 21°N latitude. “Threatened”, a species likely to be moved On 26.i.2001 (13:30hrs), while | was on my
It is generally found in northern India into the “Endangered” category in the neamway to Hyderabad from Anantgiri Reserve
(BirdLife International 2001). However, it future (American Zoo and Aquarium Forest (where | was monitoring a pair of
has been recorded as an occasional vagradissociation 1998). It prefers opennesting Bonelli's Eagledlieraaetus
in peninsular India, coming down to savannahs and semi desert country. It feedsisciatug, | saw a Tawny Eagléquila
Maharashtra (Satara) and Kerala (9°03’-mainly on carrion and rarely takes live prey,rapax mobbing a huge dark black vulture
9°30’N) (Ali 1996). BirdLife International generally preferring disabled individuals. near the ‘Star-chick’ poultry farm, located
(2001) has categorized it as Near Threatened:he Cinereous Vulture is not as gregariousbout 3 km from Chevella (Rangareddi
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district), to the way to Hyderabad. This big other for scraps of chicken carcasses. On Species Survival Plan.
vulture dwarfed the eagle and as theylater visits, | noticed that tHéicussp., tree  Birdlife International. 2001. Cinereous Vulture
passed over the road they came right aboven which the bird was seen had been cut Aedypius monachuNear-threatened species.
me. Through binoculars, | could see adown. pPaﬁf“Sg- In:Threat?nec:iB|rds of Ak3|a: The
feathered head and a relatively short neck The Cinerepus V_u!ture is a scarce andCh%'LrJ dIhﬁrl;jtgﬁ“iggoeéagtit;Boc;oc}nereous
apart from the huge size and black golour;upcommon winter visitor to south Indiaand —\/,t,re Aegypius monachtis Karimnagar
all these features confirmed that this wassighting one near Chevella was totally jstrict, Andhra PradesMayura7&8: 49-50.
indeed a Cinereous Vulture. unexpected. Other reports of this speciekumar, R.S.S. 1991. Cinereous Vultdvegypius

| saw the Cinereous Vulture again onfrom south India include: Karimnagar monachugLinn.) in Pathanamthitta, Kerala.
28.i.2001 (16:45hrs), perched on the uppedistrict, Andhra Pradesh (Choudhury 1990); J. Bombay Nat. Hist. So88 (1): 111.
branches of a medium-siz€itussp., tree  Nelapattu Wildlife Sanctuary, Nellore Perennou, C. & V. Santharam. 1990. Status of
in a fallow field next to the Star-chick poultry. district, Andhra Pradesh (Perennou & SOme birds in southeastern IndlaBombay
It allowed me to approach very close and ISantharam 1990); Kerala (Kumar 1991);Sh'\.'at' H'S;' SOC%C()ZZ): 3067327' dof th
was able to get some good photographsCoorg district, Karnataka (Subramanya (lzyanan T - A sight record of the

e . inereous Vulturédegypius monachusear

At thgt pro_X|m|ty, | could clearly see th_e 2001); Mysore, Karnataka (Sh|vqn§1nd 20(?2). Mysore, Karnataka, Indishewsletter for
massive bill and the head covered with Based on the above reports, itis possible opnjthologists (5): 74.
down like feathers on the occiput, cheekthat the Cinereous Vulture spreads tosubramanya, S. 2001. Cinereous Vulture
and lores. This was a juvenile (adults arepeninsular and southern India more than Aegypius monachugLinn.), Family
sooty-brown, juveniles, jet black — hencewe are aware. Birdwatchers from these Accipitridae, in Karnatakal. Bombay Nat.
the name, ‘European Black Vulture’ regions would do well to keep a lookout for ~ Hist. Soc98 (2): 278.
(American Zoo and Aquarium Association this species.
1998). The reason it stuck around in this Rao, J. Pranayis a doctor by profession. He has
area was obvious: the offal dumped by theReferences been observing raptors in the wild for the past
poultry farm was an attraction not onIy for Ali, S. 1996.The book of Indian bird@ombay: nine years, and now works full time for the con-

the vulture but also for Tawny Eagles. | have Oxford University Press. ?,?;\:;gfhr? of raptors and their habitats in Andhra

seen Tawny Eagles near the poultry farnfAmerican Zoo and Aquarium Association. 1998.
quite often, squabbling and chasing each Cinereous Vulture Aegypius monachus
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he Lesser FloricaBypheotides indica second visit to the area (5.viii.2005) we sawFoundation and the Wildlife Protection Society
is a globally endangered species with ahat the field was being cultivated with rice of India provided facilities that assisted during
small and declining population due to paddy after a good spell of showers in Julythe two visits and during the writing of the note,
degradation and shrinkage of preferredin August. There was no sign of the ad are gratefully acknowledged.
grassland habitats (Sankaran 2000). Mostloricans. During earlier, regular field visits
records of this species in India are fromto the same site and other sites in the tWBirdLife International. 2001, Lesser Florican
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan. Inlistricts, from December 1999 to July 2002, | Sypheotides indi.caPp. 1368.1382. In
Uttar Pradesh, in recent times, the speciebad never sighted the species. Threatened birds of Asia: The BirdLife
has been sighted only in Dudwa National There is one past record of this species |yternational Red Data bookCambridge:
Park (Javed & Rahmani 1998), while otherfrom the area; a male was collected from the BirdLife International.
records from the state are from the 1880seighbouring Etawah district in August Javed, S. and A. R. Rahmani 1998. Conservation
(BirdLife International 2001). In this note | 1869 (BirdLife International 2001). The of the avifauna of Dudwa National Park.
report a sighting of this species in Mainpuri Lesser Florican therefore appears to be an Forktail 14: 55-64.
district, Uttar Pradesh. infrequent vagrant to Etawah and MainpuriSankaran, R. 2000. The status of the Lesser
During a routine road transect to recorddistricts when conditions are right, Eg’i;gg{‘orseyzzg%t;\ldﬁss g‘odr:]%f;SACON'
large waterbirds in the area borderingoccurring in small and scattered Sankaran. R S’LAR Rahm’ani 198%" The Lesser
Etawah and Mainpuri districts on 15.vi.2005, populations. Males of this species are Florica,n:.Ann.uz;ll Report.2, 1585_1986_
one male and one female Lesser Floricanknown to moult into breeding plumage in - gNHs, Bombay.
were sighted foraging in an uncultivated June and July (Sankaran & Rahmani 1986)
agriculture field with low grass. The male It is likely that the individuals seen in K. S. Gopi Sundar has worked with waterbirds
could be photographed and was in partiaMainpuri were on their way to breeding for several years in India. He presently coordinates
. . the activities of the International Crane Foundation
mou“j The field was previously p{?ll"[ of the grounds. in India and develops programmes for the Indian
Kudaiyya wetland but was drained for Cranes and Wetlands Working Group which includes
agriculture by a wasteland reclamationAcknowledgements a national coordinated road count of large
project in 2001 (personal observation).! thank R. Chauhan, E. llyashenko, M. waterbirds.
Rainfall during 2004-2005 had been poor andYagendran, and M. Stichov for their company
the area was reeling under a dry spell. oluring the sighting. The International Crane
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